PISCOURSES, 


* 
23 | bs — f 123 


N 1M a 


- PL; PEERENT: SUBJECTS; 120 


24992 nen p4 7 884 
n Mee PAS 


| 
| 


, 


 pxvacny BY * k ws * * 
The Rev. . HANAEL HOOKER, A. 
And late Paſtor ot the fourth ures, of Chriſt in, 
Hartford. \ Av K a4 TINY | 
2 1 1 IJ Iv] A Ki UG 
BEING, | mo 


A Poſthumous Publicatio on, 


P 3 Ao FROM. THE. Avinont 191 7 Wt $ 


Original Manuſeriptsy) -| 


At babe Dette, and' with the ack many judi; 


ious Fe ork "me the 1 and how : 
bas * 
"#3 8 | wk. 504 18 io vie * . $.. 55 . 4 þ 


* 4 A F 

l ng Sold by EBENEZER Wen, 1 

v3 

Wo 5 ie Sten ridge, 177. ce . 

2 8 fr 1 * 7 10 8 2 i 
%z vi n, OAT GSOTT © T4 2 0 


"4 


M. 
J 
3 
14 
| 


ken. 


| 


The Contents. 
EN N N. 
Srateful Recolle& ion of God's oy Ne 
rka 


"particularly, telatiye to the . e ſellle, 
ment, defence and increaſe of the tour New-Enplaiid* 
colonies—being a diſcourſe delivered on the annu- 
al Thankſgiving, Nevember 17, 1768. 

Denteronomy xXxii. v4 Remember the Day. of ald i cgi le- 
the Years of many Generation; : Aik thy Father and be will 
few thee, thy elders Urial they: will tell thee: 

e 
A particular providence aſſerted, demonſtrated! 
and improyed, 

; Ptbvetbs, xx. 44. Man's gor: are of the Lord. * 4 
Man then underfiand bis own way 7 


Chriſtian Sincerity. 
Ihn i. 47. Jefus > Nathaniel coming unto bim, and ſaith 
77 7 bi, Bebold an x {jrarlite indeed,. aubem"there jr no Guile. 
S E R M O NY NICO 


Scripture examples, their deſign and uſe. 
Hebrews xi. 32. And what ſhall I jay miie? for the time 
end fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barack, and of Sam: 

R Jp hthae ; of David alſo and rome ang of the 
re hets , — 4 | 

S ER MO N V. 

The nature, extent aad obligations of Charizy, 
delivered before che Nonh Aﬀociation in n Hartford: 


County.” 
'2 Cori: thians, xiii. 3. And thengh Tb: We all my goods to feed 
the pror, and the' I give my Body 10 be . and have not 


A ; * 
S 3 
. : 


- Charity; NE RR Mc _ e | GED 
> the 5 VI. 
Pertinen * ns on of: 4. or, old age im- 
proved, 2: 


Geneſis xleii. 6. "And PBor sh Py 4 Tarth® Ba „0 
art thou ? Ani Jaceb ſaid unte Pharaoh, The Day: of the 
Tears of my Pilghimagt ave an Hunted "ant! Thirty Years ; 
Sew and evil have the Days of the Years of my life been, and 
have net attained unto the Days of the Years of the Li's ** 


* Fathers , in the e nege 


\ ö 2 1 
2 $ Fa n 8 


erer 


- 


A Grateful Recalled, de. 


. 5 * l 66 
* 4 © "Y l 6 2» _ * 
„ % „ % »< 4 l 


6006084 it 


"SERMON, 


: 2 N n F 
* 
1 a = 4 > 
b * | I\ l : £ * 1 
Aa 09.007 eee ee e een 


IT 
FLY 


Fi . 


1 19e 44 ain 


Vo bien iq 
on 4129 ih 20020 tl}. is 9 2t57 18 An 
5 0 


15 


DEUTERONOMY, XNA '5,.* 


' Reinember: ihe Pert of ita; conſider 1be. Tears of 


many Generations * Aſt thy* Faber and be hill 
Deus thee, thy Elders, 1 they will tell tet." 


$4004040WEVER' dark and overiiig by af: 
1 127 ect of divine providence may be on 
12 ryany accounts, we have fill many 


$38 * to the God of our ſalvation. As oc- 
cakons of this nature have occurred fo often in the 
courſe of my miniſtry, ſhort as it has been, it ſeems 


vety difficult to advance any thing pertinent in a 
docktinal way, that ſhall not be a repetition of hat 


bas been ſaid before. That God is gond' and gra- 
cious in himſelf, and to his creatures — that we en- 
joy a variety of public and private mercies, ſpiri- 
dual and tempotal—and that we ate under obliga- 

tions 


arguments and obligations for praiſe 
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tions to praiſe God"therefor, have frequently , been 
infited upon, and the nature of the duty we are 
now called torepeatedly.explained. I ſhall there. 
fore omit any particular docttinal account of our 
obligations to a grateful notice of the divine hand 
on account of mercies received, and ſha!l take the 
liberty to enter immediately wpon, a conſideration 
of the preſeht ſtate of thing. 

The paſt and preſent ſtate of the colonies, as far 
as they are connected with the buſineſs of this day; 
and as I mean to cenfine myſelf to no preſcribed 
method, I may perhaps occaſipnally touch upon 
ſome things that more immediately teſpect the na- 
tion in Gteat-B itain, and our oi perſonal inte- 
reſts in this place; for we are to call upon our 


any of his. mercies. . We are generally in America 
complaining of the rigorous” Fordeslog⸗ of out 
- mother country, and imagine ourſelves labonrip 
under the, hand of oppreſſion, but perhaps the 
Ruler of the world may order even this to termi- 
nate in the growth, advantage and glory of Ame- 


eyer take effect againſt the counſel of the Lord. 
- Tis obſer vable, to the praiſe of God, that he has 
dver.· ruled oppreſſion; not only to the advancement, 
. buy almoſt to the very exiſtance. of theſe flour- 
- iſhing colonies. When I fiod that the enemies of 
| liberty, and the minions of arbitrary power were 
- the very ſathers of New- England, in that their 
oppreſſive meaſures dove our anceſtors from their 
-: native Jail into the American deſerts; who otber- 


large inheritances. in England When I con 
chat the ſame item rod drove afterwards to join them 


39 


ſouls this day to praiſe the Lord, and forget not 


rica; tor there is ng council nor deſign that can 


viſe never would have left their pleaſant ſeats, 29d 12 
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nco ragement to ho 
Go our Towns ſhall —— 
from the ſnare of the fowler, and p6 
the ſame, occaſion to admite and 12 
his over-tuſing providence bega this 
l towards our farhers. Theſe e af 
Oy the, way, when. I ſay theſe colonies,” nean 1 
four , New: "England colonies, diſtingbfhiea* Frome 
the reſt, unleſs 1 particulatly Ibform to the contract 


ry)—theſe colonies, 1 ſay, ſeem as to _theirriſeand* * 


N to teſemble the natiam df Iſtselt . 
e more they were oppreſſed by the Prond cou 
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gratitude to our God, and to our father's God. take”. 
a brief ſurvey of ſome things he has done reſpet. 


iog the birth and growth of theſe colonies. Tis 
conſiderably probable that if the ſame liberty of 
conſcience had-always been. enjoyed in England 
that there is at preſent, if ecrruption and arbitrary 
power had not uſurped the wghts of mankind, 
that this country would ſtill have remained a wil- 
derneſs, for it never could have been ſettlad with- 
out the aſſiſtance of thoſe who had great fortunes 


to carry. on the arduous undertaking ; and thoſe 
that had ſuch fortunes would. never have funk 


them for ſuch a purpoſe, if peace and liberty could 
have been enjoyed at home, much leſs would they 
remove and ſettle in ſo uncultivated a part of the 
lobe ; nay, we connot ſuppoſe that any one would 
it, that could live tolerabl 


y at home. Archbi- 
ſhop Laud, -prime miniſter, and principal adviſer 


to-King Charles I. aiming to ſubvert the conſti- 
tution, and introduce popery in the church as well 


as unlimited monarchy in the ſtate, plann'd, aud 
cauſed to be executed, ſuch unmerciful meaſures 
iaſt-non-conformiſts, that he drove thoſe who 
are forego the pleaſures of this Rfe, for peace of 
conſcience and the practice of religion to feek re- 

in the dreary wilds of New-England=thus 


* while that rigid prelate was aiming at the total 


extirpation of non · conformity & the proteſtant re- 
ligion proved the father of a fine country, conſe- 


vently immenſely beneficial to the nation, and 
the nurſe of theſe non-conformiſt churches. Thug 
does the Lord take the wiſe in their own crafrineſs 
and the counſel of the froward is carried headlong. 
America had been diſcoveted many years before 
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there was any ſettlement made to purpoſe 
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there was no o ſpirit at at for planting. colonĩes 
chat there was a continent on 51 ſide the 1 
was diſcovered in the fifteenth century, and 
rticylar part of the continent which we callNews 
E. land, was difcovered 1893 but is it could 
ard while a wilderneſe no immediate ſubſiſtance, 
tis impoſſible that por people (pepvided t 
could have born the Ns e of their tranſportation 
could ever have lred-rAnd hat rich man won 
venture apon ſuch an enrerprize when he faced 
che northern 
parts of Armerica, from t its Heſt diſco» - 
very by theCabbors, lay vnſertle for one hundred 


poverty, ſolityde and danger ? So t 
u me 


and twenty years. Indeed, the coaſt all along Was 


frequently yiſited, by gnterprizing monarchs and 
ſeachen, not Wirth any delign eo ſettle 1 it, but in 
ſearch of gold, filyer and precious ſtones, which 
were ropreſenred to be very plenty in the country, 
by thoſe that firſt eſpied it but were found to be 
only the 5&ions which trayelJers are too frequent» 
ly chargeable with, In ſome of theſe enterprizing 
deſigns, one Capt. Smith came, upon gur cal 

dtew a plan of the bays, headlands, rivers, ani 
the like, that he had opportunity of feeing, and 
Preſented his plan to the court of England, calling” 


It New- England. This is ſo late as 1614. N | | 
grantees of this land, 


attempts were made by the 
$0 ſertle 1 it, and immenſe fas were ſpent for | 
Purpoſe, but all prov'd abortive, *till religion was 

the grand inducement, and oppreſſion drove mu 
titudes from their native ſoil. In the ſertlement, 
vaſt ſums were ſpent, and cis really amazing that 
ſome that had been bred up in the | moſt delicate 
manner, many of them dhe ro, or tlie 
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they Kovla be ſox ported, not obily with wofritüde 
but ſubliſtance, Sat all che Horrors, dag 5 
and-inconyeniencies of ſo dreary a "WIBernefs——Tok, 
— 4.11 With, beaſts of prey, and' ſavage men= 
without any, other covering in 8 many inffandces, than 
A miſerable but. God's dogdneh 3 is greatly 10 be 
Ty A ſupporting the plantation, aid 155 


to grow up to it's preſent ſtate Featneſs an 
imp — amidft all the de, arifing 1 froth 
avage N enemy whoſe . mathers, 
ee crueKy, one "would" think K vv 54 
{bly terrible te the uro! peans,'bp on the 
115 ſettlement, Wien thik pemy 15 23 bet 
contending from the degiogiog till acl, afnidt 
all the intern 5. elties with which carrie 
72 their war, ani n the Fo ulattoh 
of the country. The country Rill extended itſelf, 
and theſe ſavage enemies are melted away as ind nl 
before the ſun, Tou may ſay of them, er 
they ? You may look. or them, and vob pers 
are not. There is the hand of divine 
—2 noticed with adciration, | in ckelt b 5 ro 


umbled Away... | 
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Though multitudes lads 
oa manner maſſacred by be z yet, as a 'couh- 
we have trampled over them, and the Lord 
gi. an may us. ſucceſsful i in o our wars with theth, 


ers, and peace * their hab! 
do their beatts tremble for fear, at the . ing o 
Aleaf, leaſt the tawney monſter enter their /Kbufes, 
And practice infernal. cruelty wpon all its inhiibl- 
* * 58 8 their litt le ones ag api the Roles. 
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divine merey, in anbther deliverance from the moſt 
dangerous ſlavery in che reign of King James, Ih, 
the powers of hell ſermed to have farmed vii 
cible chains for the cdlenies, as well as for Gteut. 
Britain: But God aumighty, the merciful. Father 
of 'the'' colonies” reſeued them and! their privileges. 
from che impending evil. Though King Jamey 
had, before his aeeeſſion to the throne, engaged 
in the moſt ſokeran manner, that he would defem 
the proteſtant religion, and the civil æonſtitutiom 
yet it ſoon appeared that nothing was further from 
his intention 4 for his whole ſoul bent to i. 
troduce popety and abſolute monarehy, to the to- 
tal deſtructios of all civil and religrous bert 
He went publickly' to ' maſs, diſpenſed [with the 
laws, and feized the chartert of the corporations 
within his domimtens. In ort, he went on > 
faſt, that the pope himſelf Hamed him, and for. 
told his deſttuctton, Which gecordingly happened, 

in that he was dompelled to flee from his chtone 
and kingdom. Pur what moſt immediately iv to 
my preſerit purpoſe, teſpects the proceedings "of 
that reign in New. England. According: to the 
King's general plan; oarafſemblies wereannihita- 
ted, and a Goyernot-GeneraFofNew-Enghnd ap- 
en all. Sad Ravock th King James 
had only proceeded” further upon che plan his pre- 
deceſſor 'and brother, Charles H. had formed 
for he was of an at bitfatfy diſpoſition, and it us 
in his'rergh that the ehatters of theſe colonies'were 
ſeized the Maſfachuſetts totally loſt their'b 
jodgment was rendered againſt it, and it Wasner 
ver recoveted . Conneckieut and Rhode- And (til 
old theit's alche' they were opoh the fame bet? 
img as chat ef the Maſſachuſettsudginent never 
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was entered againſt our's; and upon the reveluti. 
on, there being no diſpoſition to proſecute the. 
writ further, we aſſumed our old form of govern, 
ment, and practice upon it to this day, meerly be- 
cauſe our enemies were too dilatory in purſu) 
the matter, or had too much other buſineſs to do, 
till there came a new King. Boſton precipitated 
their fate, tis ſuppoſed, and. loſt their charter by 
E>ntiovally ceazing the king and court with hum. 
ble petitions. ' This hurried the caſe on to trial, 
and trial produced judgment againſt. them; and 
we ſaved our's by letting ſtill, and ſpying nothing, 
ſubmitting when we could net help it. and aſſum- 
ing the old form of government when we could. 
Rhode · Iſland ſurrendered their charter, geclarin 
they wovld not ſtand trial with his, Majeſty ; 5 
Connecticut was conſidered as having ucrendered, 
in that they begged that if they muſt loſe their 
privileges, they might be — to the Maſſa- 
Fhuſetts; while the Maſſachuſetts, fearful of lo- 
ing their charter, put it out of their power to 
act upon it attervafds. During that ſpace * time 
which paſſed between the ſurrendery of the char- 
ters, and the revolution, aſſemblies were at an end 
all form ef antient privileges were gone, a 
officers of the cron afted and taxed at pleaſure. 
This wasexceeding hard for perſons that had ſuf· 
.#ered and ſpent mY much. 10 ſettle and ſubdue a 
new country.! to eſtabliſh and enjoy their liberties 
y underwent the loſs of almoſt every thing va- 
— in life. 233 upon the royal word, 
ey ſpent their ſtrength in bringing to a horrid 
wilderneſs and now, when ſtrip'd of all things, 
-Phey: had none to look to but God. Royal power 
* too TT: * thee to with. 
2 Among 
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Among all the ſcourges the poor helpleſs people 
were v ilited with during this-period, the adamniſ- 
tration of Sir Edmond Androſs is to be'diſtin- 
gu'ſhed. He was a bigotted Papiſt, a court tou}, 
and of an arbitrary diſpoſition, This man way 
pitched upon by the infatuated King, and his de- 
teftable court, to lord it over New-England; as 
Governor-General, and he landed in Boſton Dec: 
19th, 1686. That lamentable day is perhaps re- 
membered by ſome now preſent—at leaſt, I make 
no doubt ſome of our old people can remember 
the bold, the daring enterprize of ſeizing his pers, 
ſon, and ſending him to England in itops, Te, 
with his council did what they pleaſed; To give 
ſome little account of the miſerable ſtate to which 
our poor fathers, who bad toiled thro' ſo much 
hardſhip, were reduced, may be proper, in a8 
much as their deliverance is an argument of gra- 
tivde to God ; for we partake this day in the 


| bleſſed conſequences thereof. 8 , 
Ohne of the firſt things that was given out by. 


the adminiſtratton, when juſtice was demanded 


and oppreſſion complained of was, That we 


* mult not think that the privileges of Engliſh- | 
men would follow us to the ends of the world.“ 
The preſs, or liberty of printing was teſtrained 
congregational minifters were conſidered by Sie 
Edmond, as meer laymen, and attempts were made 
to in val date all marriages except ſuch as were per- 
formed by church of England miaiſters, but hs 
never fucceeded. I have theſe accounts. very, much 
from Lieut. Gov. Hutchinſon, and;/Do&.Douglaſs , 

though I muſt conteſa that the picking. aut and 
abridging ſuch pieces of hiſtory as are tomy pur 
pole, coſlts/me vaitly mote labour than any doc-, 
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trinal ſermon could paſſibly do. The peoplo ar 
chreatened that their meeting-houſes iſhgpld,, bg 
taken down, and that no'publie-[worfhipgs in, the 
congregatidnal way, ſhould be tolerated. Miniſters 
were inſulted, rhe fees for all officers they fixed them · 
ſelves, at an exotbitant lay, the governor muſt of the 
time, acted as ſupreme in all buſineſs of probate, 
and almoſt every thing elſe, obliging idows and, 
children to ge ftom the moſt remote parts of this 
extenſive country, to Boſton, to do buſineſs, and 
then pay fifty ſhillipgs for the probate; of a will, 
when they got thete. After extorting all the mo- 
ney they could by other Means, it Was declated 
that none of- the płople had a title to their land 
without taking out a patent under Sir Edmond's 
hand and ſeal; to obtain whhth frequently coſt fif-, 
ty pounds: but they found they were forced in 
ſotrie meaſure to moderate here, ſince all the per- 
ſonal eſtate in: the country was inſufficient to pay 
the charge of the new patents. The Gevernor, 
with four or five of this council, laid on the peo- 
ple juſt what takes they thought proper, which; 
were very grievous. All con meetings were 
ſtrictiy prohibited, ithout ſpeeial lice nes. Tis 
tò · 0 pUrpoſe to relate the vuridus traetbods of 
oppreffiorr that were taken, during that admigiſ- 
tration. They roſe ſo high, that a:deſperate, pe- 
ple to take fo daring a Nep as to ſeise Sn, 
and the other petſons in the adminiſtration and 
imptiſon them Aſſuming be old form of gouerne 
ment pro 'fempore; + This was jiodeed a rush 
proceetling, fof lit Would have! wavetred.. their 


chains, and been death to che Priscipal lactors, 
were it not for the revolution in England about; 
the fame time, whereby King William reſcued che 
nition and reſtored the colonies to liberty—how 

. wonderful 
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wonderful the ca how conſpicuous the — 
dom of our Goo herein! O! that men would 
prone the name of theLoro!  *; 

In a multitude of inſtances bas Go eppes 
for us with reſpect to deliverance from the hands 
of our national enemies. The only one I ſhall 
take notice of here, is the moſt remarkable and 
diſtinguiſh'd of them all—diſtinguiſhed by this 
appelſation the deſtruction of the Chebucto fleet. 
It ſeems that we muſt have fallen a prey at that 
time to a vaſt French: force, . 4 force too great for 
us to reſiſt, if the providence of Gop had not re- 
matkably ;nterpoſed. We were tar from our mo- 
ther country, and when-we had a large fleet of hof 
tile ſhips upon our coaſt} it was in vain for us to 
cry to her for aſſiſtance. The armament was 
commanded by a Frenek nobleman, Duke de An- 
ville, and failed framRothelle. in France, June 22, 
1746, with a-view to recover/ Louiſbourg, which 
was then in the hands of the Engliſn; and to dif- 


tteſs and deſtroy the Britiſh colonies, in particle 


to take or demoliſh our principal ſeaport n. 
The force conſiſted of eleven line-of batte 'ibips, 
ſome other men of war, two fire ſhips, a Humber 


of tranſports having towards four thouſand land 


forces on board. They eſcaped withoyt being ta- 
ken notice of, or if noticed, without being purſued 
by the Engliſh fleet of obſervation, We ſeemed 


at this period to be devoted to deſtruction for 
what A terrible force was this for ſuch a poor; de- 


fenceleſs people to contend with! but view the 


mercitg] interpulition of our Gop—This formida- 


ble fleet ſuffered much in a ſtorm; and had a long 
and tedious paſſage, ſo that they did not arrive in 
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His orders were to take Louiſbaurg and diſmantle 
it, thence to proceed againft Annapolis in Nova- 
Scotia z thence he was to fail for Boſton, and burn 
it; afterwards, in ranging along, he was to dif. 
treſs and anney our ſea coaſts, and finally to viſit 
the Weſt-India iflands. A grand plan! full of 
perdition and horror to us, and one would think 
he had ftrength enough to effect it—bur mark the 
miſterious ways of providence——at Chebucto 
the ſcurvey, dyſentery,and putrid tever attacked 
the people, and near one half of them died, among 
which the chief commander, the Duke himſelf.— 
From this diſaſter, and ſome other cauſes, they 
diſagreed, and were in continual fret with one 
another. However, they agreed to proceed a- 
gainſt Annapolis-Royal, but in their paſſage met 
with a violent ſtorm, which determined their? im- 
mediate return to France. Herein we fee the di · 
vine power is able to ſave a poor people from, im- 
minent rTuin—we ſee that if the Lorp be for us, 


we need not fear what man can do unto us. 


Which brings me to take notice, 
2d. Of the encouragement we have to hope in 
Gop, that he will fill be our Gop— that our ſouls: 
ſhall ſtill eſcape as from the ſnare of the fowler.— 
What Gop has done heretofore, he can do again. 
As he is an unchangeable being. he is poſſeſſed of 
as much power as ever he was. None, let him be 
ever ſo exalted in the ſight of man, ever- exalted 
himſelf againſt the Loxpo and proſpered. Our 
preſent ſtate. is indeed bad enough, and may well 
be alarming to evety one concerned for the good. 

of is country. I am not about to enter into the: 

diſpute between Grear-Britain and the colonies, 
vpoa the article of taxation. I leave that _ po- 
iticians 
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ticians to determine. So much I may ſay tis cer- 

tain, there is a lamentable alienation between the 

different Parts of the nation. Suck laws have 

been made hy the Britiſh parliament, reſpecting 
trade, that ate indeed, in many inſtances, very 
favourable to our fellow ſubjects in the Weſt-In- 
dies, but in all reſpects detrimentaÞ to What we 
ſuppoſe to be our inteteſt in theſe colonies: By 
theſe regulations, as they ate called, almoſt all 
channels by which gold and filver can come 
in to us by a way of trade, ſeem to he totally block - 
ed up. *Tis true, we have a country that yields 

« bread, and the neceffaries of life in abundance, but” 
it yields no gold and filver; and but very little 
on account of our preſent limitations in trade can 
ever be brought from abtoad. We are excluded 
from trading with any nation in Europe but our 
mother country, unleſs ſome particular articles” 
from other places are firſt carried there, and a duty 
paid before we can bring them home, and a+ duty 
paid again when they are brought home: Aud 
tho“ we may trade with our mother country, yet 
what have we to trade with ? we have been uſed 
to raiſe nothing but what that country produces in 
abundance. Some late attempts for manufa@ur-" 
ing may perhaps be of ſome little ſeryice ; but in 
an infant coantry tis but a very ſmall proportion 
of the people that can be employed in any thing 
of that nature. Our hands muſt in a general way 
be improved in the culture of our lands for the 
production of the neceſſaries of life, which are moſt 
natutal to the ſoil. But ſuppoſe we could raiſe” | 
ſuch commodities as would anfwer for exportati- | 
on to Great-Britain, ſtill we never may bring gold 
and ſilver from thence in return, Indeed, our 
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hinder that, were it nothing elſe : but there are 
acts and laws ſufficient ſubſilting, to make it im- 
poſſible that ſuch a trade ſhould be.a ſource of 
money to us—and- yet, in this Ituation, duties 
and cuſtomꝭ are increaſed moſt ſurprizingly,— 
Many were ready to cry. peace to themſelves, 
when the ſtamp- act was repealed. But the fame 
puncipley on which that was founded, have opera- 
ted in new taxes ang. burdens. To prevent all 
peſſibil:ty of out getting French or Spanrſh mo- 
ney for ſuch proviſions as we can't conſume our- 
ſelves, new cuſtom- houſes are eſtabliſhed, a ſwarm 
of new officers, with moſt extenſive powers ap. 
pointed, a variety of new oaths to bind the conſci- 

ence impoſed. and the coaſt and harbours moſt 
narrowly watched. and guarded by a great number 
. ps of war—a ſurprizing increaſe of King's 
officers, with great ſallaries, and with powers a- 
larming to us in the colonies are appaintgd, witha 
high commiſſion court. at their head. All theſe 


are to be paid from American money, when the 


ſtreams of wealth are ſhut up on every ſide. But 
is this all, as to he great expence of this poor 
moneyleſs country? No; turn your thoughts to- 
wards the chief town, the metropolis of New- 
England. B ſton. that once well. regulated town, 
famous for it's liberty, it's piety, it's induſtry, it's 
good order and it's wealth—its venerable ſtate- 
houſe. where the cauſe of liberty has ſo often been 

ſead vith more than mortal .el-quence by our 
_ no more contains an aſſembly of te preſen- 
tatives, the- guardians. of provincial rights no 


more the rePreſen:atives of the towns aſſemble there 


Dos the other hand, the very ſeats of t the patriots 


are 
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are transformed into beds for the common ſoldiers 
ſent to ſcourge them—the manufaftory houſe built 
at the expence of the public for the laudable pro- 
motion of induſtry is forcibly entered by King's | 
officers, the building where the induſtrious honeſt | 
maid found relief from poverty, in laying her hand 
to the ſpindle, ang her right hand to the diſtaff, is 

become the receptacle- of our military maſters— | | 
and looms and wheels, are remoyed for their beds 
and baggage—foyr regiments are there quartered 
at the expence of that unhappy town; and houſes 
or barracks are building in the town for their te- 
cxption and convenience—their harbour where 
hitherco the 20 U fiſhboar, 6r the trading bark 
Fa's'd and repals'd unmoleſted, is now occupied 
by a moſt formidable fleet of men of war—they 
have no general court to Took to for relief, and are 
now entirely under the government of King's of- 
ficers, indeperidept upon the people in every ſenſe 
ard who are looked upon by many as enemies to 
the province this is the ſtate of that great pro- 
vince.—Look on the other fide of us to New-York, 
add there you find a province diveſted of all legil> 
lative authority by act of pafliament—diffolurions 
af aſſemblies ſeem to be taking place apace in the 
'colonies, and Gop knows where it will end.—Tis 
the general ſenſe of America, that we are burdened 
and oppreſſed, and it appears to be the opinion of 
our fellow - ſubjects in Great-Britain, that we have 
no right to ſay ſo—and that let us think what we 
will, we ſhall confeſs that the repreſentatives cho- 
ſen by the people in Great-Britain, have right to | 
do with us, and take from us what they pleaſe, 1 
other wiſe, as they have more ſtrength than we, we E 
{hall be compelled to it—bur let us with regard to þ 
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all our troubles, reflect upon the ſtrength of the 
almighty arm, maniteſted for our deliverence in 
times of danger and diſtreſs heretofore—and while 
we praiſe the name of the Lox p, for what he did 
far our fathers, let us take eacouragement to place 
our ow a confidence in him.“ My help, ſays the 
Pfalmiſt, cometh from the Lox p which, made hea- 
ven and earth, Behold ! he that keepeth Iſrael, 
ſhall neither lumber nor ſleep. Happy is he that 
| hath. the Gop of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope is 
in * Lok p his Gon, which made heayen and 
Ew © * ** on ages 

. Let us now turn a minute vpon the bright ſide 
of things, as moſt pertinent to the buſineſs of the 
day—our King lives and we may ſuppoſe-is actuat- 
ed by a hearty concern for the welfare of all his 
fubjeas—nothing is more uncertain than a placę 
at court, and it may therefore ſoon happen that 
thoſe miniſters of ſtate, who are for purſuing very 
rigorous meaſures with America, may be diſplaced 
and ſuperceeded by others more favourable to us 
bat leaſt it will undoubtedly appear that the reſent- 
ments conceived againft us, have proceeded from 
moſt abuſive miſtepreſentations- we cant think 
but that when Lord Botetourt, one of the firſt 
Lords in the kingdom, and whoſe fortune puts him 
above any expectations of a lucrative nature from 
America, when he ſhall come'to ſee the truth of 


things, that he will be believed by the King and” 


court, befare the falſe and malicious accounts of 
mercenaty..creatuirs, who have united to plunder 
us, and ſhare the ſpoils among themſelves. 
to. this colony, at ſuch a time. as this, we have 
ſurely abundant cauſe to call upon our ſouls and 


all withia us, to bleſs Gop for his diſtinguiſhing 
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tercy to us—we have not only a general aſſembly 
oſſeſſed of their legiſlative powers as from the 
ions but all our rulers are choſen from a- 
mong ourſelves, and it any that are unfit for the 
important ſtations in government, ſhould be ad» 
vanced thereto we have none to blame but our- 
ſclves—we have no troops as yet ſtationed «upon 
us; and moſt of our internal troubles now ariſe 
from party ſpirit, or fears of what, will be- hon 
long we ſball poſſeſs theſe pruned. tis impoſſi- 
ble for us to ſay—that we have poſſeſſed them fo 
long, and hold them (till, is matter of thanktulneſs 
ue are likewiſ* this day called upon to bleſs the 
Lond for à competency of the fruits of the earth 
—the earth has brought forth a plenty of graſs for 
the cattle; and of bread for man—the Kindneſs of 

Gop and the bounties. of his providence herei 
are to be gratefully acknowledged—Gop has like: 
wiſe manifeſted his goodneſs in that general health 
which has been ſo long continued in the land 
chronical diſeaſes here and there, are always to be 
expected, and as I know by woful experience, that 
ſome may in the healthieſt time, labour under the 
miſeries of lingering diſorders, or an impaired con- 
ſtitution, yet no deſolating maladies, no epidemical 
diſeaſes, no raging fevers, have in a general way, 
laid waſte our land of late And the large ſhare we 
in this place have had in this general favour de- 
mands our ſpecial notice, as thro' the laſt, ſo for 
ſeveral years paſt—within the eleven yeats that 1 
have adminiſtered in this place, I have baptized 
315, moſtly infants, and of that number there now 
remains alive, 277. This ſhews that Gop in this 
reſpeR, is rather building up the place, than pluck- 
ing it up or pulling it down, That we perſon- 
ally 
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ally ate among the living, is ſurely matter of praiſe 
to him who holds our ſouls in lite: ſome of us had 
been in great and eminent dangers, perhaps tig 
ours to render praiſe to the Loxp for deliverance 
granted us; others of you have been in continua 
ealth, and have ſcarcely felt the leaſt animal diſor- 
der thro' the year, theſe are called upon to bleſs tht 
LorDwith their whole hearts, in that he has been the 
health of their countenance arid their Gop, ſaying 
with the Pſalmiſt, © I will fing of thy power, yea, I 
will ſing aloud of thy mercy in the morning, for 
thou haſt been my defence —bleſs the Lorp, O 
dur ſouls ! and all within us, bleſs his holy name 
bleſs the Lon p, O our ſouls ! and forget not all his 
benefits, Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, and 
healeth all thy diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy life from 
deſtruction, Who Erowneth thee with loving Kind- 
neſs and tender mercies.” But eſpecially, let us not 
this day forget that we are ſtil favoured with the 
ineſtimable privileges of the goſpel, the doors of 
* the ſanCtuary are open to us. Let us ſee to it that 
God's goodneſs to vs leads us to that beſt expreſh- 
on of gratitude, a himble, obedient conduct. 
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Man's Goings are of the LORD, how can a Man 
then underfland bis own Way * >= © 


er 1 was about to paint this vat in” 
$307 $8 the moſt frightful and horrible light, 
1 $4 and was lived the utmoſt ſtretech 
72273 222 of fancy and imagination to aſſiſt me 
in the draught, I would repreſent it 

as left to . without the government and ſu- 
perintendency of an all- wiſe power. We muſt then 
immediately conceive it à deſolate and fortaken 
wilderneſs, ſubje& to perfect and unavoidable 
confuſion and irregularity; To prove this is un- 
necęſſary, the obſervation is true, the remark will 
hold good, if we ſuppoſe events brought about, 
affairs conducted by thoſe whimſical notions that 
ſome 0 chance or fate vey or indeed, if ve An 3 | 
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low what ſome call a general providence, which, 
in effect, allows a Creator, but denies a governor to 


the univerſe. It muſt therefore be the wiſh and 
deſire of every rational creature, thit the doctrine 
ef a particular providence be maintained, and ſa- 
tistactoriſy evinced to him. But tis not barely 
the happineſs and ſecurity that reſults from this 
truth, that renders the Proof of it defirable, but 
conſequences of a very important nature teſpecting 
our conduct and character in life, depend upon jr. 


If. this appear falſt, our ideas of things about. us, 


the Go above us, and ourſelves, mult be entirely 
different from what they would be, as the na- 
tural reſult of ſeeing it to be true ; and likewiſe 
our obligations to, and expectations from Gop, 
muſt appear with quite a different face: eſpecial- 
ly muſt the grand foundation of our obligations to 

rayer and confidence, fail at once, The conſo- 
1 0 of the afflicted, and the ſupport of the vir- 
tuous depend on this truth, That an infinitely 
perfect being conducts the courſes of nature, 


and all the affairs of the univerſe, with invari- 
e able wiſdom and rectit ude, impartial equity, and 


20 


paternal-goodneſs.” Whence, comes it ta paſs, 
then, that mea have ſer themſelves to diſpute, con- 
front and reſiſt the evidence of ſo deſitable a truth? 


This proceeds frem two cauſes, and is done by 


men of ewo-different characters: wicked and {el 

condemned perſons, from che cortuption of their 
hearts, and bold ſpeculative genius's, from the 
pride of their hearts, have, dared to braſh, the im- 
mediate agency of Got from. the univerſe. - The 
firſt of theſe do it becauſe they conceive that there 
mult be deduced from the very notion of a provi 
dence, truths that are too alarming. for the guilty 
mind to bear: they imagine (and that very jolly] 
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that the idea of moral government involves what is 
terrible ta vice and wilful depravity——the other. 
ſort * (Foſter) men of bald and preſumptuous- 
« ſpeculations, having bewildered” themſelves in 
the intricacies and Blind mazes of metaphyſics,” 
are too proud and ſelf-ſufficient to own any neceſ- 
ſity of che God that made them, to lead and con- 
duct them. Tf the doctrine Imean to eſtabliſh in 
this diſcourſe be but explained and confirmed,” T 
conceive it to be of but little importance whether 1 
offer my own arguments firſt in favour” of it, or 
the objeRians againſt it We will therefore en- 
quire what it is that thoſe men who deny the par- 
ticular providence of Gop ſubſtitute in the room 
of it ? „ TER | 
The univerſe exiſts and is ſupported, and there 
are ſuch undeniable Coltlentefor a ſuperior agency 
in the conduct and diſpofal of all things, that it is 
not to be diſputed. Tis an affront to common 
ſenſe, to aſſett an effect without a cauſe. © There- 
tote, ſome proud and bewildered philoſophers have 
aſcribed to fate, or to chance, what I aſcribe to pro- 
vidence : But what they mean by theſe words ap- 
plied in this caſe, is not eaſy to determine, unleſs 
ſt be that which will inevitably invalve the great- 
eſt abſurdities. By fate I ſuppoſe is meant an ab- 
ſolute neceflicy of every thing's being formed and 
conducted juſt ſo—bur'is this a principle,” or an 
efficient cauſe of any thing? Surely nd. Hut fup- 
_ pole it was ; it will follow that every thing exilt- 
ing neceſſarily exiſts, and that every occurrence 
neceſſarily happens under thoſe preciſe circum- 
ſtances, and that it is an abſurdity to ſuppoſe that 
they could poſſibly have been otherwiſe. But is it 
not plain to common ſenſe to conceive of this 
earth's having been of different dimenſions, and. 
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differently ſituated ? That there might have been 
one man more, or one man /e/s in the world than 
there is? Or that the circumſtances of individuals 
might have been vaſtly different from what they 
are? Well.“ ſays another ſect, © allowing this, 
vue Chooſe to ſolve all the appearances by chance.“ 
But what is chance? Why, really, nothing at all— 
the effect of it is ſomething that might have been, 
ſomething that migbt not have been—and all with- 
out any cauſe at all. The ſame may be ſaid of 
the word nature, when uſed in a ſenſe abſtracted 
from the doctrine I am advancing. Tis a word 
we often uſe, but very undetermined in its fig- 
nification. Some people are willing to allow the 
immediate agency or providence of Gop in ſome 
great, intereſting and mwncommon events; but 
ſcarcely acknowledge it in common and ordinary 
occurrences, becauſe they are agreable to nature, 
making a diſtinction between providence and ga- 
ture, which will not hold either in reaſon or ſcrip- 
ture. The production of bread-corn from the 
earth, the action bt the mill, or engine uſed in 
reducing it to flower, the opperation of the hot 
oven vpon it, in changing clammy dough into 
wholeſome bread, our power to eat it, and iss effi- 
cacy in ſuſtaining our lives, and nouriſhing our 
bodies; theſe things are common and familiar ; 
we are apt to be regardleſs of Gon inkthem, to al- 
cribe them to nature, or put them updn the foot- 
ing of a general providence. But the moſt boaſted 
philoſopher under heaven can't comprehend. and 
- explain, much leſs account for upon principles, 
without a Gop of power, goodneſs and wiſdom, 
any of theſe things. That the ſeed corn ſhould 
ſpring. op, multiply ſo greatly, and that it 

ſhould be converted into human fleſh and blood, 
3 are 
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are do more to be ſolved without continually ha- 
ving recourſe to the all-operating power of Gop, 
than the ſupport of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, 
whenGop rained them bread from heaven, and they 
fed on angel's food. Who is there that has the 
lighteſt notions of a providence, that would not 
immediately confeſs the finger of a DzrTy, if 
they were to ſee the graves open, and the dead bo- 
dies ariſe ? Such an uſual pperation of divine 
power would command ſpecial acknowledgment of 
ir, But why in this, more than in the ordinary ge- 
neration of a human body? All the chimerical 
notions of fate, chance and nature, nay, all exph- 
cable, mechanical laws are as incapable of account- 
ing for the generation as tor the reſurreZion of a hu- 
man creature. If we ſaw frequently or yearly num- 
bers of dead bodies rife up intolife'anda&ion, we 
ſhould aſcribe it probably to nature, or ſome 
phyloſophical cauſe, without due regard to the 
immediate power of Gop, as we do now to crops 
of corn ſpringing from ſeed ſown in the earth. 
Our text tells us that man's going are of #he LORD, 
and this is true univerſally and particatarly. A ge. 
neral providence, in a ſenſe, mult be allowed; bur 
then I am not about to ſtop there. A particular 
rovidence is what afſert, and hope to ſupport. 
ere then it may be proper to enquire into the 
diſtin tion What is meant by a general provi- 
dence ? The ſenſe in which it is held by ſome may 
be thus expreſſed *(Foſter) the infinite and allwiſe 
Creator of the univerſe, formed the conſtitution 
of nature ſo perfect at firſt, as to ſtand in need. of 
no ſucceſſive regulations; that he eſtabliſhed cer. 
tain laws in the material world, which un/ormly and” 
invariably take place in it z that he endowed it With 
istriſit powers to produce all the ordinary * re- 
8 | 1 
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gular effects, which he ever intended Huld be pro; 
duced ; juſt as when an artificer frames a machine 
for certain,purpoſes, and to endure to a limited 
time; ia all which period the effects which reſult 
from it, ſpring not trom the immediate influence an 
direction of the artiſt himſelf, but ftom the force o 
us own original compoſition. This is the account 
of things by à celebrated author but ſurelj 
there is no evidence that this is really the ſtare + 
things—the ſenſe Which. I ' hinted at, in which a 
general. providence muſt. be allowed is this, that 
God has eſtabliſhed certain laws, by which be, in 
an ordinary way,governs the world, ox cauſes viſi- 
ble effects yſuzlly ro flow from viſible cauſes ; but 
this no ways militates againſt che doctrine of a 
particular providence---byt as to Gov's fixing the 
machne, and ſuffering it to go on by its own 
ſprings and weights if there were no arguments 
in reaſon or ſcripture againſt it, I will be bold to ſay 
there are none for it, except what exiſt in an over- 
ſtrained imagination---at leaſt, none that Gan ariſe ca 
any degree of poſitive proof—-who is ſo well ac- 
quainted with the internal frame & conbitution of na. 
ture, wha is ſo well able to decide neceſſity and impeſſi- 
lig, when applied to natural effects & cauſes, as to 
de able petemtorily to determine that any events, 
even the moſt common, ſpring from properties and 
powers fed and inherent. in the conſtitution of 
things 2 O! vain man! would be wiſe, though he 
be born like the wild aſs's colt - but if we ſhould 
ſuppoſe that this account, as to the general ſubſtance 
of it, was the ſlate of things, yet who dare ſay that 
i extends wniver/aily 2 That Gop has no wile de 
w.briag about, but what are perfectly and fully. 
vided for, in the origioal conſtituuion of things ?. 
Preſumptuous & chimerical plans will never 18 0 
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* © through the thmediate agency and permifion”of 
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from Gov the reicis of government, nor from the 
world, the neceſſity of his immediate operations for 
our good, —To this I would further ſubjuin” ano- 
ther obſervation, and that is, that the very notion 
of a general providence in fome ſenſe implies/a pays 
ticular one: for what aregentrals but: colltftionspt 
particulars ?--Suppoſe' we hken all events and atFaf- 
fairs in the world, in all their connexions and dec 
pendencies to along chan, calling it the univerſal 
chain of providence, and want, in our own imagt- 


nation, nothing bur the concatenation implied ix 


it, to account for all tHings—then each man's 


vate circumſtances and concerns, ate but links in 


that univerſal chain; which is held od the almighty 
g hand of Gob all the ſmaller cireum- 
ſtances of every man's lite, are But ſmall wheels 
that verge to, and communicate with" 'thoſe large 
and more imporignt ones; which turn round ſtates 
and empires A but if this be allowed, I in am 
have liberty to aſſert *“ that an all-wiſe- all-euef⸗ 
« cent being, wbeſt fobiſeps are unknown, ma and 
« can for 41 any ſyſtem of ours, go out of the 
© comfridn road of his providence to avert evil; ot 
produce good to individuals or communities.” 
af will enlarge no further here, but explainthe 
doctrine 1 would advance, in contra; diſt inction ts 


1 thoſe that have already been confidered—rthe-does 


trine of a particular providence which I mean ts 
Vindicate, is“ that all events in the world; are di- 
« reed and ove:-ruled, affected of produced; 


„ Gop.” If this be true: it may well be ſaid; 
is that people whoſe GOD is the LORD it be 
not true ; the intelligent creation may well take 
up this lamentation, wo unte tes ! for GOD bath de. 
parted from ur. But fure it is, that the 'Lonp he 
Fr breaketh 
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breaketh down, and it cannot be built up again; 
he ſhutteth up a man, & there can be no opening, 
If we cannot ſuppoſe that a wife and merciful 
prince would ſettle a colony, and then leave it with» 
out any further care or overſight thereof without 
ſuperintendiag it for its good, protection and in- 
creaſe, we are not ſurely to ſuppoſe that the wiſe & 
merciful author of all things, would act in ſuch a 
manner toward the univerſe which he has created 


tis an honourable conception of Gop, that he 


guides and conducts all things ſo as to be altoge- 
ther ſubſer vient to his wiſe and beneficial purpoſes ; 
and is rather an acknowledgement than impeach- 
ment of his wiſdom, that he acts ia ways, or by 
means imperceptible to us—nor is it any abſurdity 
to affirm that Gon can exerciſe a particular care 
over every individual he has made, without intro- 
ducing jargon .andiconfuſion into the general ſyſ- 
tem be otiginallz eſtabliſhed. There is goching 
in this doctrine that ſuppoſes Gon's particular a- 
gency interpoſing to fruſtrate, or render unneceſ- 
ſary dur endeavours, where he has made it our du- 
ty to put forth ſuch endeavours— nothing that 
gives us teaſon to expect a harveſt, without tillage, 
or the increaſe of grace in our hearts, without 
uſing the appointed means. Divine power may 
effect theſe things in perfect conformity to the ſta- 
ted courſe of things, ſo that the idle man ſhall 
ſtarve, and the vicious, careleſs man die in his 
ſins, altho' ſowing do not, as the efficient cauſe, 
produce àa crop, noc hearing the word in chat ſenſe 
produce ſaving faich. If it be a general and al- 
moſt invariable rule, that ſome drugs will make a 
man vomit, they do it not by any power intrir/ic 


and diſtict from the immediate exertion of Omni 
potence neither does it imply, that privete. mens 
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wil counteract general good o that all calami- 
ties to good men will be ſo prevented as that it 
will not in many reſpects happen to them as to 
the wicked. This is not a world of perfect 2 
adequate retribution, the viſible inequalities o 
this ſtate will be rectiſied, and equitably ' adjuſted 
hereafter;- And what we in this imperfect call 
chance or fortune, may, by orders of beings above 
us, who are more acquainted , with the Dir 
than we are, be ſeen and admired, as the diſpenſa- 
tions of an all- wife providence. And what is here 
called a caſualty, may by them be. viewed as a 
wiſe diſpoſal of the glorious diſpenſerof, good and 
evil, *Tis-certain, Gop is able to conduct the 
whole ſyſtem, and to diſpoſe of all thibgs and 
circumſtances relating to individuals, without in- 
troducing jargon or diſorder into his own deſiguns 
or,government. However incompetent any crea- 
ture may -be for this taſk, yet-God's. underſtand» | 
ing is infinite. He, with one comprehenſive view, | 
beholds and commaads the whole compals of the 
univerſe. He that bath made the eye, ball be not 
lee ? and be that bath made the ear, (hall be nat bear? 
cr be that teacheth man knowledge, ſball be not know ?- 
- I nav neither time nor inclination, to enter 
Into any very formal, methodicab proof of the point, 
and if J had,, there is no neceſſity for it. Everx 
inſtance of muſcular motion, is a voucher for the 
truth of it. We. at with our hands and feet, and 
the various, members of our body at pleaſure: Is 
this by any power of our own; independant of 
God's, immediately exerted ? If fo; how- ſtrange 
that it mould be- in the power of à ſhatp inſtru- 
ment, in the hands of another man, to deprive us 
of. this power, by cutting the tendonb, and de- 
ſtroy ing the a | of a limb! We know tis 
1 | not 
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not our own power, we comprehend not even the 
ſuppoſed mechanical canſe. Look over the hiſto- 
ry of the world, and ſee if you can account for 
a variety of eveats upon any other footing:* How 
ſurprizingly have murders, treaſons and conſpira- 
cies been diſcoveted, the knowledge of the wiſe 
made fooliſh, and their counſels turned back ward? 
How evidently has it appeared in a multitude of 
theſe things that might be mentioned, that tis not 
in- man to underftand his own way, that Gop diſ- 
appointeth the devices of the crafty, and that he 
taketh the wiſe in their own. craftineſs? The hiſ- 
tory" of che Jews is pregnant with inſtances of this 
kind, and undoubtedly there may be tecollected 
by: moſt of the individuals preſent, ſuch - deliver- 

* ances, impulſes, checks and reſtraints, that have 
redounded to their great benefit; as can be ſolved 
into nothing elſe: And this account of God, as 
the governor of the world, is preciſely conforma- 
ble to the ſcripture account of him. He is there: 
repreſented as not only Judging in the kingdoms 
of men, and {tanding in the congregatidn of the 
mighty, but as caring for the lillies of the field, 
and numbering all our hairs. - That he hath pre- 
pared his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
ruleth over all. The favour of princes; and the 
honor. of empires and ſtates, are according to his 
diſpoſal and direction, for promotion cometh nei- 
ther from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, but Gop is 
the judge. He putteth down one: and ſetteth u 
another. Pſalm lxxv. 6. Whatever is | denornina- | 
ted caſualty of chance, and aſcribed to bliad for- 
tune, is ſpoken of as directed by his inviſible hand, 
for, The lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole” 
« diſpoling thereof is of the Loa p.“ Prove xv. 33. 
He openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the deſires 
200 — ds of 
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« of every living thing.“ Pſalm: exlv. 16. And 
Hot a ſparrow: falls to the ground without our 
« heavenly Father.“ Mat. x. 29. NRiches and he; 
nour come of him This being the language es 
revelation and of reaſon, let. us ſee that we are well 
grounded in the belief of a truth ſo eſſential to 
due conceptions of Gop, and a proper conduct 
towards him; and that ue demean ourſelves. in "a 
manner that ſhall: ſhew: a due improvement of it. 
Here is matter of profitable and delightful medi- 
tation to the contemplative, terror to the wicked; 
cönſolation to the righteous, and ſupport to the 

Hicted. Let all learn the leſſons taught, and 
invariably act by them. If there be 4 Gop of 
juſtice and holineſs, that ſuperintends all things, 
depend upon it, O ſinner! you ſhall not un- 
puniſhed, however you may be exalted in proſ- 
perity at preſent. If the Ruler of the world be a 
Gop of truth, he will verily reward the righteous: 
Let none therefore that have made Gop their por- 
tion deſpond, however adverſe their preſent lot 
may appear. Let thoſe that are fearful and me- 
lancholy, as to the increaſe of wickedneſs, who are 
inclined to laok upon God's preſence as gone from 
his church, their hearts failing them for fear, & for 
looking after thoſe things that are to come upon 
God ; let it be matter of joy and conſolation in- 
ſtead of terror and diſpondency, that tho? they live 
in a world full of madneſs and confuſion, yet the 
fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, that he car- 
ries the counſels of the froward headlong—that he 
can unravel the moſt entangling and perplexed 
fnares. of .men, and produce order and harmony 
out of confuſion and diſcord. Let us always ſeek 
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the protection of this univerſal governor and pre- 
ſerver, and be careful-of-any (even the moſt im- 
plicit) methods of- denying his univerſal and par: 
ticular-proyidence. And in order to this, e muſt 
ſurely, with gratitude, acknowledge all inſtances 
of his bounty and -kindn-eſs, and humbly ſup- 
plicate all favours we ſtand in need of. Prayer and 
praiſe, confidence, faith and patience, may all re- 
ceive renewed life, vigour and advantage from a 
full belief of this doctrine. Gop implant ſuch a 
belief in our ſouls, and enable us to act and live 
correſpondent thereto, through CHRIS to whom 
with the FATE and HoLy Gnosr, be glory and 
honor, AMEN. O41 8 58 Ye I 
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0 SUS fs Nathanel coming to him, and ſaith » 

bim, Bebola an Vraelile indeed, i in e there'i is » 
ri 4 eee 
IN order to my ee in this dledwrte 
it ſeems neceſſary that I conſider the 
1c ccbunt and character we have of 
4844 Nathanael, of whom our SAviouR 
$0340 gave the honorable: teſtimony i in the 
text. That he was an Mraelite indeed, in whom 
«..'there Was no guile.” By this, wer ay. be led 
to ſome uſeful remarks upon the poſſibility 1 
fincerity and Prejudice, boneſty and error, exiſting 
the ſame perſon. All that is neceſſary to my Þ 
poſe is contained in the two verſes preceedin | 
text, v. 45, 46, Philip fndetÞ' Nathanatl, Faith 
unto kim, * we have found bim of whom Moſes in the 
law and ut prophets 1 write, e of a 
Nees. e 


3 
28 
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the ſou of Foliph. And Nathanael ſaid unto Bim, can 
here any good thing" come out of Nazareth . Phil 
pu wito bim, come and ſee. Philip had been be- 
ore called in an immediate way by CHRIST him. 
ſelf; and upon his next interview with Nathanael, 
who had before been an intimate friend and ac- 
quaintance, coninilinicares the joy fut hews of his 
having found the MESSIAH, 'typified under the 
ceremonial tites of the Moſaic diſpenſation, and of 
whom gave all the prophets witneſs, -and that he 
was no other than the petſon called Ixsus or Na- 
rAnkTEH. Phe objection made by Nathanael ar- 
gues that he had imbibed the ſame prejudice which 
influenced and ackvated the Phariſes and grave 
doctors of the law to aſſert that no great prophet 
would ariſe our of ;allee.- He. fp! in with the 
common error”of the Jews, and concluded, that 
as the ſituation of Nazerh was in that difpiſed 
SIG of. Judea, | no extraordinary perſon, much 
ſs the glorious and long ei pected Mrsstan, 
could never ſpring from es ſeem'd to be a 
very, nfling objection. ʒ but the deeprracted req 
Jices of = PM | are ee. diſcovered in 
the le he minds. Whether de bad in! ching 
Vat the prophets % hav ſaid. telatingitd the bir 
cs: of Ku when they aligned Ne 
fee wy aÞREATS preuy Evidend at. felt 
ig w., that his Object +; wal 8 e 


preju way ee SHE 
Net again IN 28 a _—_ of Allee 
at. pretend: to oppoſe him or diſpute wh 
bin birke a perſon. of ſound judgment, and af 
N eee 0 2 575 
FT tbe matter gc e 
. he eviderce, , ond Jadge fer your, 5 


Sincerity. 


in conſequence of Mt the Meh: ſincere Iſroelite, 
ne wing tus prejudices not fo ſirong as: to incapa- 
citate him for impartial examination, ur cloſe his 
cars againſt evidences of the truth, ſers out with 
his friend, and upon due inquiry, expreſſed his 
full conviction, by ſaying © Rabbi, thou art the fon 
of GOD, thou art the king of Hfrael.“ But as he was 
coming; our Log, who knew the hearts of all 
men, pointed him out as an inſtance of undiſſem- 
bled ſincerity, “ Behold, ſays he, an Iſtselite in- 
« deed; in x hom thete is no guile 1” A man of 
artieſs ſimplicity, -uabiaſs'd by finiſter views, un- 
[potted by criminal paſſions a man cf unaffected 
honeſty; acting pon the nobleſt principles and 
while we remark the approbation' of our Lon p reſ- 
pecting the fncerity of Nathanael. we muſt ſurely | 
approve the conduct of Philip reſpecting his pre- 
judice, He never vilifyed him, or exclaimed a- 
gaiaſt him for doubtiag never ſet up bis own en- 
perience as an invincible: evidence or made his 
own view of the caſe the 'rational foundation ot 
evidence to his friend—no; ſays he, „come and 
'* ſee” that our faith ſhould never exceed our 
uaderRanding, or our aſſent go before our evi- 
deace, is not only a doctrine of reaſon, but of pri- 
mitive chriſtianity from this account and charac- 
ter of the Iraelite compared with our Lon d's 
atteſtation concerning him, may be collected tbe 
following obſervations. 
J. That men of undiſſembled honeſty and ſincerity, | 
may entertain aad be actuated by groundlets * 
prejudices. | 

il. That ſuch perſons vill not be ſo obſtinate 

- and unruly in their prejudices, as to neglect 
the proper means of inquiry, the proper op- 

— portunities 
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portunities of examination into truth, or ihal 

a this is the beſt evidence of their ſincerity... 

l. That men of undiſſembled honeſty and fincerity, 
may entertain and be DIG by n 
prejudices. 

Men may have good. affe&ions/In their bens 
and yet entertain ſome wrong notions in their 
heads that ſhall unhappily influence their conduct. 
A man who never dare ſwallow a camel may flrain 
at a gnat men of great innocency and ſimpli, 
city, may be ſo deſtitute of the means-of . know- 
ledge, or ſo deficient in capacity, ot elſe may have 
been ſo carly byaſs'd, as to be influenced, by im- 
proper, ſuperſtitious and unreaſonable motives, 
And indeed it is difficult to find any. one, in whom 
ever unite the moſt eminent. degrees of integrity, 
and the moſt enlarged and improved .underſtand-, 


ing; [ſay tis difficult to find ſuch an one, who is, 
entirely free from prejudices of one kind or ano- 


ther—all ages, countries: and denominations of 
mankind, afford continual evidence of .this—t he 
greateſt & beſt of men are but fallible ; that is,they 
are ſubject to error in theit epaSufiens, liable, ar 


leaſt, in ſmaller and ſpeculative matters, to embrace 
untruths—now prejudice will. unavoidably ariſe. in 
proportion to the degree of miſlake, and it will 
operate in conduct in propor tion to the degree of 


fancerity. : The more honeſt a man as, the more fla- 


grant will his prejud ces appear—lf.a man in Ro- 


man catholic countries, thinks it is doing Gop ler- 
vice to burn heriticks;. the more honeſt and up: 
right he is, the more joy will he ſhew. at thoſe 


dreadful. execũtions and this may be true of men - 


of the greateſt penetration and ſagacity—perſons 


ot ſoperiar attaintnents and an extenſive compals 


of 


a 
f 


Aa © = 


+, © 


a oe 4 > w«a y Sc -o*+ o$ 3% «© «< 6b 1$©B5 


9 chr Sincerity.” 1 


of thought,” may be beneſt and yet wiſlakeny and 

their boneffy will but help to make their an 
the more apparent to the world but as to narrow” 
capacities, though they are 3 ot ſincerity, it 
is almoſt impoſſible they ſnould ayoid prejudice 
falſe conceptions ' and notions imbibed, Whout 
due examination —they may have pure and good 
intentions; and an uncorrupted heart, and yet the 
contra cted abilities, want of leiſare, or ſome other 
cauſe, a tancy for trifles, or adiſregard for matters 
that ought to be important, or ſome othet prejv- 
dire will be predominant. When our forefathers > 
came into this land, they were © undoubredlyatty- - 
ated by ſincere and pious motides e can account ' 
for their leaving their pleaſant poſſeſſions in Eu- 
rope in no other form.,—But when we reflie&t up- 
on many things that they made matter of conſei- 


ence, muſt we not think either that prejudice made 


them ſuperſtitious, or us profane. It Was ne; J 
one hundred and twenty years ago, as great a Hm 
for a man to wear his Hair below his ears, as almoſt 
any that could be committed, and it Was likewiſe 
as great 4 crime for him to wear a wig either of 
them would debar him from chirch communion, 
and church privileges, and in ſhott cut him off, 
almoſt from a tight o common civility---the na- 
ture of moral good and evil, is the ſume now that 
it was then, and yet our prejudices are ſo different 
from theits, that we can hear a miniſter preach 
with, great wig upon his head; with à gend co 
ſcience, and like wiſe communicate with a Mother 
with his hair dangling upon his moulders- on the 
18th day of March 1649, there was a general com- 
bination of all the great and good men in this 
country, from the governor of Boſton, down to 
hn: 0 0, 2:56 
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the, meantſh officer in choxeb vr ſtate, to * declatt | 
and manifeſt their deteſtation and diſlike againſt 

wearing of long hair.“ „And they declate that 
ſucb as ſhall prove obſlinate, 45 willhave So and 
man to Witnęg againſt, them. Whois there ia 
our day. ths ten think; them ſerious t vet they 
wete fa. auI was a matter: of conſcieniious en- 
cern ; wich them. Prejudice has appeared in all 
ages of the world. in one ſhape- or another, ſo 
tbat ſame of the; molt ipdifferedt - things have been 
condemned as ſinful this of long hair in- parti- 
cular among therpious-planters of this ebuntry: 
and nat only pre vaded he te, hut among the pu · 
ritans and ſtrict chriſtians in England. Ide pious: 
arckhiſhop TMlotſan tells us, that in his memory it 
was a common thing for the pulpits to ring with 
reprovfs on that ſubject. Which the good Doctor 
laments ot diſoppiodes: af, ſince it tended to make 
thoſe ee fer! ther was me moral evi in k 
ſuſpicious of the rational foundation of all chriſ- 
tisnity. The ſame prejudice: likewiſe prevailed. a. 
gainſt the uſing of tobacco - it was prohibited un- 
dera penalty; and I don't Know but-this was good 


pole. But the pejudtet in a religious wen 


conſidated it as hoid impiet yo Governet, Hutche: 
inſen tells. us bat the ſmoak thereof wasn cmpar· 
ech to the ſmaak of the bottomleſs pit. For above 
thirty Frars after the reſtoration, periwigs were 
held in dhe greateſt deteſtation by ſome of the 
moſt ſerious) and conſcientious of out. fatbetg. aas I. 
hietecb eo Not could thoſe! h Were mere.) 
dicerning-av Well 45 deſtrous of conforming to! dhe 
palite,pazt-ob the nation, carry their paint to the 
intreducing them into this county, till they made 
it appear that Nr. Owen and Dr. Bates. and otE 
emgrient non · confort miſt minifters in England, 2 
them 
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99), 2nd. preached. ig them. . It .was hkewiſe, 
15 at of . fog i ho. DM 
uche Libe wpmeg in the, gongregayi 

U 1 90 their 50 FQ * be @emm. 
wee, the 1985 to el 425 the; paint 
hand; for ue. . ſuppoſe. th at. Ge e never gon 
be matter ot conſcience, but upop a ground 
prej judice,, Either 1 agtoriquſly. Unful, in ſo 
widely aue from them, ar e 2 they 1 ac 
ruazed, by noteri 70 dicer niet L a nagt this 
io rept — them, for they were men of be | 
bled religion, and eminent piety, wen 50 ſeſſed of 
ſuch zeal for the honor and purity * religion, that 
they HT and forfeited almoſt. all that, could 
be tempting and delirable in this life, 10 promote. 
them--and this is ſucely my , purpbſe, in ſhewing 
that men of undi ble 5 8e y and fincerity, 
may entertain, and be actuated by graur pre- 
judices—prejudices may ſpriag from various roots, 
in an honeſt pious heart What will not educatis. 
on do among men of ſuperior abilities, and ſupe 

or advantages for ſearchiag for truth? What mil 
it not do among not only great men, but good 

men !—A veneratian for our anceſters, makes 
chat particular way of belief and religious profeſſi- 
on,preferable to all others: it tends to add weight 
to all arguments in fayaur. thereof, and to ſin ob- 
jections that maß have weight in them, down int 
1omething trivial —prejudices gf an enthulaltic,, 
ſuperſtitious nature, may actuate an honeſt ſoul 
from ſome early impreſſions imprudently made by, 
en them in their childhood theſe wherp 

they meet with, a ind, yauſcd to, or incapable 
claſe ab eee * continue, yea, and inercaſe, 
through ffo— here may be ſuch impreſlions N 
* oli imprudent parents, nurſes . or e 
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ſtories, of dreams, omens, ſigns, viſions, &c- that 
though when a man he be ſanctified throughout in 
ſoul, ſpirit and in body, yet his ſentiments and 
conduct will have an enthuſiaſt'c* caſt that way, 
and he will be inclined without any warrant to fee 
and learn ſomething ot a religious nature, and to 
converſe with Gop in them. Their prejudices 
will put them ypon ſeeking and imagining they 
ſee that in diegms, impulſes, and the like, which 
Gop, has warranted them to. Men's natural dif- 
poſitions or tempers expoſe them likewiſe to pre. 
judices of different kinds, however fincere and 
honeſt in their profeſſion of religion, Where 
thoſe early impreſſions that I haye juſt mention- 
ed, have taken place in a perſon of a gloomy, or a 
flighty make, an enthuſiaſtic byaſs, will be in: 
creaſed by his particular complexion. An auſtere, 
rigid temper, is expoſed to a different conception 
and behaviour in many things, from a diſpoſition 
directly the reverſe. But I leave this head, and 
"roceed, We 15 i 7 „ C2 0 | * 
II. Such perſons will not be fo obſtinate and 
© unruly in their prejudices, as to neglect the 
proper means of enquiry, the proper oppor: 
tunities of examination into the trutb, or that 
mis is the beſt evidence of their Ancerity. 
WII have a mining inſtanceof this in the guile-. 
leſs Nathangel, and in him we have a ſpecimen of 
the behavigur of every ſincere, pious ſoul, that 
has imbibed erroneous notions, and acts upon 
prejudice. He retained the prejudices of his edu- 
cation, which gained ſtrength and ſupport from 
the greateſt men in the Jewiſh nation, Who bad 
ever put a ſanction upon the proverb, © Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?“ But not-. 
withſtanding the power of this byaſs, fixed oy tra- 
8 * . ; litton 
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dition and + cuſtom, and rivetted by . courſe of 
time, he reſolves to attend calmly to all the evi- 
dence” that could be produced on the other ſide; 
He was willing that the ſentiments whick grew up 
with! him from his childhood, ſhould be correct - 
ed, if they were erroneaus and his behaviour wag 
perfectly tational. It has already been ſne vn, that 
ood men may have a variety --of prejudices, be 
actuated by pte · poſſeſſions of different kinds, and 
ſome of them oß an intereſting nature, Now, tis the 
duty of every man, and it will be the character 
of a good; fincere mari, chat he reſt not con- 
viction of his errors, that / he ſearch for ttuth, and 
embrace it when it appears- wand this is one of 
the beſt -videna of his ſincerity- that he will 
embrace truth fot truths: ſake that à regard to 
truth will beat down All that oppoſitioſ Which api- 
ſes from pre- poſſeſſion. For a man to determine that 
at all events he never will change his ſeritiments, 
js to ſuppoſe himſelf infallible : and to determine 
that he will hold faſt. what he has embraced, let it 
de good or bad, or that he wilt not have his ears 
pen to the voice of reaſon in the caſe, gives us 
reaſon to ſuppoſe him either irrational or diſhoneſt, 
ar both dere that truth and righteouſneſs may 
univerſally prevail in the minds and conduct of 
ourſelves and others, is eſſential to ſincere piety, 
and though prejudices may exiſt in a ſincere mind. 
yet that defire will always diſpoſe it to embrace the 
truth in the love of it, whenever it comes with 
ſufficient light to recommend it the ſtronger the 
prejudice, the greater proof of ſincerity, When that 
prejudice falls down or vaniſhes before convincing 
light may I not compare this matter of ſeeking & 
embracing the truth, to ſomethings relating to the 
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of motal virtue ? f it be the higheſt vies 
tue, —— of the greateſt piety, to teſiſt the moſt 
nnpe tudus conſtitutional temptations that: oppale 
and obſtruct us, in the proſecution ai jour: quyy 4 
Vill it not likewiſe atgue the greateſt; ſinecrit i 
give up our moſt darling and long-roated prejuds 
res} for the cauſe ot truth? A man's naturgl diſ⸗ 
ſition may prompt him ro eultivate ſame parti» 
lar virtues, or at leaſt, the appearance ofſthemg 
des made in fuch a happy form, as to the texture 
of animal nature that he has fem, or no temptasi· 
ons to violate the la vs of chaſtity or temperance 
but there-are!others;in;whoſe nature there 45a par- 
ticular, oppoſite inclipation and byaſs— tis there- 
fore a trial of. integrity in; the laſt, that they are 
_ virtwous againſt the weight of powerful teMmPitay 
tions, and abandon:their moſt belqved Aafd-predas 
minant vices—whereas. a practice of the ſame vir · 
tues in the former, no convincing: evidence ei- 
ther of his reſolution or | iis fincerity. If a! man 
das 0 appetite lor ſ pititous liquors, tis noſign mf 
bis ſincerity: that he is not a drunkard zo barrghat 
man who has a hankering, inſatiable thitft»for-ix, 
and conquers it fo as to ſive a life of ſobtiety and 
rance, that man manifeſts a regatd to virtue 
in this caſe, which the other is incapable of. To 
apply this to the preſent caſe, when a regatd no 
ay triumphs over prejudices ſtrong, of long- 
anding and deep rooted, hen a/ man main- 
e tains the natural liberty of his underſtanding, 
+ and embraces truth, againſt pre-polieflion,” the 
fruggle evinces his integrity. Let us now by 
way of improvement make theſe remarks. 9194 
1. Pis no certain ſign of a man's deen 
hides * ptejudjces and pre: poſſeſnon che _ 
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be prejudiced for or, againſt many. Armeen 
indifferent making them. matters of gonſcience md 

an Iſtae lite indeed, in hm there: 15.08 guila, may. 
be ſo pre- poſſeſſed againſt Nazareth, ac to thin, 
meanly even gt the Mazstan, on the acequnt. of - 
his being ot that plage men of religion! are nat 
always en of the deepeſt - Penetrazian, and: Arey 
therefore expoſed to embrace - many things, Miche, 
our due ecamination and it may be ſaid, of, thoſe 
of ſuperior abilities, that a, muluude, of .circumr; . 
ſtances/contun::4@ rod pre · poſſeſſion in one. 
point or another. that) we are ndtite detfrmige. 
a man itreligious frqwi, foe! ſingularities of, ſenti⸗ 
meat, eſpecially in, circumſtantial or ſpeculative. 
mattets a nan may have a great regard fer trifg 
ling and indifferent” matters, and yet not neglect 
the weightier matters af, thelawwthis is the, dif-; 


fsrenee between perſons of oincerigy; Jabouring), 
under prejudizes-of this kind, and hypocritesrethe . 


latter are ncalqus abodt ſmaller matters, ſoch 24 
tiching mint, anniſe & cummin, but chey vegleck 
judgment, merey & faith bot che former however 
zealous: and ſcrupulous about ſmaller and 9 indi- 
[erent matterz, is flrictiy conſcientious ia the 
things that ate plainly enjoy ned. 10 is therefore. 

2, Out duty to exerciſe charity Ww frds, uc 
perſons we ate not to ſoppoſe that any ſpecug. 
tive or whimſical tenets, or any foibles or Oddities 
in practice, that, they, may plead conſcience, fog, f, 
they ate not abſoluteiy inegaſiſteat wich the chriſ- 
tianctempet and faith ; I ſay. vg are not to funpgle,. 
them ;ſuffigient ground to ſuſpect theit ſingerig 
ty the moſt iacere among the Jews, were tainted, , 
wich that (prejudice. againſt Samaria, that then had, 
no dealings with che inhabitants thereof, and wei. 
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ſo pre-poſſeſſed againſt Nazareth, that they ith: 
gined no good thing could come out of it—ons 
man, Rory. Kiv, ſays the apoſtle; eſleemeth one 
day above atisther : another efteemeth every day 
alike; Let every man bt fully perſuaded in his 
on mind: One believeth that ks may eat all things, 
Another who is weak, eateth hetbs; let hot him that 
eateth, deſpiſe him that eaterh not, and let not him 
thar eateth, judge him that eateth not. There are 
indeed ſome certain fundamental doctrines that we 
muſt think alike in; in order to mutual charity, 
and real ſincerity, and theſe reſpect the being and 
character of God and the MrDbIA TOR, the charac- 
ter of nankind and the terms of ſalvation- theſe 
things are ſo plainly revealed and explained in the 
goſpel, that it is almoſt as difficult to miſtake in 
theſe gleat and ſundamentul attitles of faith, as it is 
to avoid prejudice, in ſome of the leſs important | 
| matters of ſentimentis- ve rhay perhaps differ from 
| others, and yet each be — our difference may 
j | be of ſuth a nature, as not to ſhur us out of the 
kingdom of heaven, but pet it may ſout their tem- 
pers towards one another, and produce mutual 
difaffe&ion and ubcharitableneſs - theſe things; my 
brethren, ought not to be when one ſays, can 
any any good thing ſubſiſt in the heat of a man 
that holds ſuch things? Can a pretender to reve? ' 
lations, a dreamer, an enthuſiaſt, one called an ar- 
minian, one that prays by book, and bows at the 
name of sus, can any of thele be good men? 1 
anſwer as Philip did, teme and ſet—you have your | 
own prejudices as well as they theirt. Determine! 
not therefore by prejudice, but enquiie Whether 
the eſfentials of ſincere - rehgion are to bo found 
in thele prejudiced perfons—as to * 
erin 


trinal controyerſies, pr ſame meer circumſtantials 
of diſcipline or worſhip, charitable zffeckions ang 
charitable tteatment, ate mutually due from ons 
chriſtian to another, for a wretched chance do we 
ſtand to have juſtice, done vs, when ; prejudice 
mounts the bench, and decides, our fate. Fer- 
haps one is pre · poſſeſſed in favour. of ſtrlet cleri- 
cal power and authority, and a moſt ſovereign'dif: 
cipline in the church, add another as far fromthe 
proper means, is prejudiced in favour of entire in- 
dependency and deme in the church, and 4 
laxneſs ot diſcipline—to call one tytant, ' and" the 
ther libertine, can never do any good.  Oppro- 
eva namey, on account of ſome cireutnſtantial 
differences, I am ſure can never do any good—- 
How many in this land have bees reproached with 
the name of Arminiax by thoſe , who never fuel. 
ently informed themſelves what their principh 
were, reproached for ſome parzicular feptithen 
that had no connection with the diſpute between 
Calvinits and  Arminians. © Come and fee,” fays 
Philip—and thus men do in civil cafes. This js 
perfectly conformable to our natural ſenſe of eqn 
ty but in matters of religton, we ars tod apt d 
let our prejudices eat out our charity. You Wi 
frequently hear an ignorant man, or even 4 child 
in years, ſay concerning the Papiſts, & They cer- 
tainly know better, they muſt be damned,“ when 
they know got the principles of theRoman Catho- 
lic religion; & all that their own profeſſion ſtande 
upan, is the . 5 of education.“ T hey ſtare 
* 


at one called a Quaker, or an Arminian, us 
were of anothet order of beings, and not 

human ſpecies, when they know not the diftins 
guiſhing principles of either Quakeriſm or Armini> 
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aniſm, but . prejudice early ſuck'd in, conffdeft 
them as monſters of iniquity, and doom'd to hell. 
We have no right to damn a Papiſt in our own 
mind, -*till we have examined into what he pro- 
feſſes, and on what grounds. The innufnerable 
imperfe&ions and weakneſs of human nature, 

produce ſome difference in ſentiment, fome'ertors; 
at leaſt in ſpeculatioh, but If we all try'd our 
neighbour before we judged him, if we ſearch'd in: 
to the grounds of his ſentiments, and "enquired 
whether it was not poſſible for finterity in the 
heart. to agtee with ſuch ſentiments in the mind, 
it would promote .peate, harmony and religion 
in the world. Cha ity” is polſible, tho“ unity of 
opinion is hot. And indeed, this method, as it 
would lay us open to conviction and inſtuction, 
would be the readieſt way to approach toward: 
chat unity, ibs ad ory i” * Fs g 

. WE, may deduce that tis poſſible for men tb 
change their principles, and Ma remain good, found 
Chriſtians at the bottom. Nathanael was an Tifa- 


on 


elite indeed, when his prejudice was ſtrong at 


gainſt all that, came fram Nazareth; and fo he wat 


when decke aged Jesus of Nazareth tobe 


the Son of Gop, and the King of Ifrael. The dot. 


trine we have adyanced,, admits of, and indeed de: 
Mangds:t e neſt charity, not only towards thoſe 
that ſtill, retain, their old prefudices, but alſo towards 
thoſe that haye either come off from them, or em. 
braced new 'oneS$ and that opon this atcount, 
Nan may e ſincere, © pious and honeſt, hot with 


, * 


andipg, © A man acts abſardly to altef His pr 


- 


* Feflion without lome e Bo LANs im. 


2 poſſible for him to change is ſehtiments wirhout 
viewing things in 2 different light but alf this 
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may come about—he may, in circumſtantial. og. 
ſpeculative matters, view, think and profeſs dife 
ferent from what he did, and yet be the ſame” 
chriſtian indeed in whom there is no guiſe. | 
To concLups., Let us ſearch ourſelves for any 

latent prejudices and pre-poſſeſſions—let us guard 
againſt every wrang biaſs in the underſtanding, 
that may tend to warp us off from what is ſtrictly 
right in the affections and life. Let a diffidence 
of ourſelves be the improvement we make of the 
truth now advanced. We ſhould remember that 
ve are liable to prejudice, and in no caſe ſo-Jaþle, 
in no inſtance ſo expoſed as in our molt darling. prin- 
ciples and ſentiments. Que'prexpoſſions will ſet us 
upon ſpying arguments in ſupport” of what we 
wiſh to be true in thoſe parts of ſcripture that were 
never deſigned for any ſuch purpoſe. And tho? 
ſuch a byaſs may not be of ſuch a nature as to be 
incompatible with ſincere chriſtianity, yet it tends 
to a ſpirit of bigotry ang uncharitableneſs. The 
conſequences arg hurtful, as they contain Tome 
impediments to our uſefulneſs in life, and gur 
progreſs in holineſs. Let us therefore prove all 


things, and hold faſt that which is good. 
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And what ſhall I ſay more ? far the Time would ſai 
me ta tell of Gideon, and o/ Barak, and of Sam- 


nd of d 
n e 


tte have in the ſacred hiſtory a variety 
PET + of characters. voth good and bad, ex- 

4 * hibited to dur view. We have ſome 
ee! of the moſt ſhining and illuſtrious pat- 

SP terus of virtue. On theſe we ought 
to keep our eye, and regard them as objects of 
our imitation, for they were recorded for our in- 
ſtruction. We have likewiſe inſtances of the 
great lengths to which men may be carried in bad 


practice through the influence of a degenerate, 
wicked heart, and the tremendous judgments that 


have been Mas * ſuch a practice. Tbeſe 
| ching 
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things : re wrote for our admonition—rhey are en- 
ſamples unto us, vnto hot the ends of the world 
ate come. The apoſtle in this chapter preſents 
us with ſome of the great examples of faith that 
are to be found in the old teſtament l:Rory. He 
mentions the great things ſaints of old did an 
ſuffered by the ſtrength of this grace, as an hono- 
rable teſtimony to their memory, and as an ineite- 
ment to us to ſeek earneſtly for ſuch degrees of 
this diſtinguiſhed grace of the chriſtian life, as ſhall 
enable us to honor religion under all circumſtan- 
ces, and recommepd ſt to the pradtice'of othets. 
As the danger of the apoſtacy was great at the 
time when the apoſtle wrote this epiſtſe, and pecu- 
liar temptations to deſert the chrifffan cauſe,” ari- 
ling from the perfecuting powers of the world 
preſented on every fide, fo the apoſtle, in the 
laſt chapter, warned them of their danger, ex- 
borted them to ſteadfaſtneſs, and gave them di- 
tections adapted to their circumſtances : and in 
particular, he recommended the grace of faith, 
and exhorted to a life of faith, as the beff 
preſeryative againſt the fate of thoſe whodraw back 
unto perdition. He now proceeds to diſcourſe in 
2 more enlarged manner upon the nature and fruits 
of faith, ahd the honor thoſe have obtain'd who 
lived in the exerciſe of it, The 4th verſe begins 
an account of thoſe eminent examples of this 
grace in ſacred hiſtery, beginning at Abe, who, 
before death had entered the world, offered unto 
Gop a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, by which 
he obtained witneſs that he was righteous, From 
this primitive faint, the firſt martyr and rhe firſt 
inſtance of mortality on, this globe, he proceeds in 
@ merthadicaf form to mention the names of thoſe 
_ 
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who. have been. illuſtrious examples of faith, ang 
to refer us in a brief manner to thoſe. particylar 
acts of faith by which, they are diſtinguiſhed till 
our text, wherein he intimates. that the inſtances 
ate ſo many, that tis to no purpoſe for him at pre- 
fent, to think of recounting them all. 0 
Aud what lhall I ſay more ? For the time would 
{ail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak and of Sampſon, 
and of Jepibaę, of David alſo, and Samuel and of tht 
Prophets. g. d. I mult reſtrain my pen, otherwiſe 
ſhall exceed the limits propoſed in the epiſtle— 
for the ſubje& is not to be exhauſted—was I to at- 
tempt to count all the acts of faith in eminent beliey- 
ers from the beginning, twould be as if an evan- 
geliſt was to record all the things which sus did, 
m which caſe {be whole world would not contain the 
books that Hould be written. The time would fail 
me to tell of theſe eminent ſainis, who, ſays he, 
through faith ſubdued king doms, wrought righteouſneſs, 
Mained promiſes; ſtop'd the. mouths of lions, quenched 
* violence f Are, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, ' out 
of -weaiue(s were mage ſtrong, waxed valient in fight, 
turned 10 flight the armies of the aliens. And 
thus he goes on in his ſummary account of the 
great atchievments of antient believers, who are 
admitted to the full fruition of what they then ho- 
ped for—among the particular perſons here men- 
tioned, as having wrought wonders by their faith, 
we- firſt find Gideon. You have his hiſtory in the 
vith chapter vt Judges—his faith was moſt conſpi- 
cuous in that entire confidence in Gop, which in- 
ſpired him with that heroic courage, as that he 
march'd againſt the Midianites with ſuch unequal 
force, and ſuch unequal weapons, in that meeknels 
and modeſty, with which he demeaned himſelf 2 
| war 


wards his brethren after his ſignal exaltation, and 
ja that humility and lowlineſs of ſpirit, which he 
maniteſted towards the'Dz1TY—though: be was of 
a mean tribe and family, and from a threſhet called 
to be a leader of the Log d's people; ſaluted by af 
angel of Gop, ** the Loup be with thee,» thou 
mighty man of war 4” yet he was not puffed up 
with his elevation: ſuch was his humble faith, 
that though it gave him courage, it gave him 
meekneſs—though it made him con ident towards 
Gob, it made him condeſcending to man though 
it helped him to do gieat things, it kept him from 
having great thoughts of himſelf. Barat is next 
mentioned, in him we fiad the nature and ten- 
dency of faith, is to have retourſe to Gab, in all 
dangers and difficulties, to rely upon him in the 
darkeft hour, and make him returos of ardent 
praiſe for all deliverances—his ſtory is recorded 
in Judges iv. Gop raiſed him up, that in him 
he might magnify his power and + mercy towards 
Iſrael, by delivering them from the hands df Jabin 


king ot Canaap—his commiſſion and ordets were 


delivered him by Deborah, à propheteſs of the 
Lox pb. — Through faith in the Lon, who alone 
could teach his hands to war, and his fingers to 
fight, he obtained a compleat victory over Sera, 
and then by faith he gave all the praiſe and glory 
to Gop; for on this ocrafion, he joined with De- 
borah, in ſinging that moſt elegant hyma «which 
was compoſed for the purpoſe, and is recorded in 
vth chapter of Judges. The next in ordert, that 
the apoſtle mentions, is Samſen, who, though this 
life is ſtained with ſome unjuſtifiable actions, Ma- 
nifeſted unſnaken faith in God - though through 
he weakneſs and imperfection of human * 
Co 1 ien e 
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he put a blameable confidence i in an enticing. ber. 
tor, yet his confidence was ſtrong in Gov—He' was 
likewiſe an an eminent, an ever-memorable inſtru- 
> that Gop raiſed up for the deliverance of 
Kab! from the Philiſtines. The ſacred ſtory re- 
lating to him is dong and particular, contained in 
* chapter xt; xiv, xv, Ku — The exploits 
he performed, were the teſult of a ſtrong faith, as 
well as a ſtrong arm though bis faith was. mip 
led with many failings, yet in his deaih heeſhew 
that his confidence in Gob, had made. greater-pro- 
geek than his bodily ſtteagib, ſince he had ſhame 
lly betrayed the ſecret gift he was betruſted with, 
Jeptbat, who is next mentioned, ſhewed his fai 
and truſt ia the Long in his victories; his ſons. 
tude was the ſruit of his faith, and his vow how: 
ever raſli in inſelf, was the conſequence of his Ste 
titude . | 
| Devid and Spnizel are eminently dſtinguiltied in 
* ſacted volume, for all the graces of the rene w- 
ed and holy nature; they are names that will ever 
thine in the admiration of mankind, for- the Won 
dertul exerciſe ot that faith, which the ante 
been deſcribing—one was in a ſiogular ſenſe, 
man after GOD's ewn bart, and Gon revealed bin: 
Jelf to ſbe other, ben. be was but a child. By faich 
David was enabled to encounter the gigantic Ge- 
-liath; and to bear with patience, the ungtate ſol 
malice of Saul. Faith gave him confidende in the 
promiſe of Gop, that he {b9uld ſet upon the throge 
of Iſrael, and patience to wait tor the accompliſu- 
ment thereof, under peculiar delays and dilcoy- 
-ragements—though it mult be copteffed | as: 16 
«this, that his proſpects of the promiſed dignity.and 
3 were ſo totally: ubſeured, chat he,way ready 
ſometimes | 


är p at. tt 


tometimes to ſay, as he was hunted like a poor 


bird in the mountains, that he ſhould one day 
periſh by the hand of Saul—By faith he was upheld 


In his trials; by faith he exerciſed ſincere jrepea- 


tence, and obtained a pardon, atter his foul trail 
greſſion in the matter of Uriab by faith he was 
victorious over his tem enemies; this anima- 


| ted his devouon, when he praiſes the. Lord bis 


Brength, by whom be leaped over a wall, and run 


through a troop—And this inſpired him with cours 


age to encpunter-death, ſo that he feared. no evil 
as be waiked-through the dark valley. Samuel was 
a,mpft eminent ptophet and ruler, relying upon 
Gop tor, direction, and exerciſing. uninterrupted 
fuck in all his adminiſtrations, as well as his pri- 
vate life. Then. the apoſtle adds, and of ibe pro- 
phets, who, as extraordinary miniſters of the old 
teſtament church, had need; of ſtrong faith in or- 
der to a right diſchdrge ot their office. The uſe 
I purpoſe to make of the words, is a conſideration 
of the great advantage. of viewing exalted and 
ſhining characters of religion. * Tis for this pur- 
poſe, viz, for examples to us, that the apoſtle ad- 
duces the venerable names in the text, and the 
yerſes that preceed it. Our bleſſed Lon p has or-: 
dered us to let our own light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee our good works, and 8555 
our father which is in heaven Matt. v. 16. Im. 
plying; that a bright and exemplary conduct has a 
tendency to a love of piety, to give men amiable 
notions of religion, and pleaſing apprehenſions- of / 
the Dzirr. The ſame tendency likewiſe has the 
biſtory and character of men eminent for exalted 
yirtue, recorded. by hiſtoriags of undoubted ve- 
raeity, And the 3 eſpecially ug 
: | | " 
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we to make to ſuch a purpoſe, of ſach amiable 
and illuſtrious chatactets as. we find in ſacred, hilf- 
tory. As faith is the - diſtinguiſhing | grace of 
chniſtianity, the root out of which all other praces 
and virtues grow, the ſubſtance- (as the (apoſtle 
expreſſes it in the fitſt ver ſe) of things hope d for, 
and the evidence of things not ſeen ; fo the apo, 
tle conſide rs theſe ſaints of old, in this chapte7, a3 
eminent for the vxerciſe- of that particblar grace 
only—bur Iſhall rake the liberty of diſcourfing 
upon characters of religion in general, that are 
very ſhining, attractive and iNyftrious, recorded. 
for our admiration and. imitation, characters that 
are ſo conſpicuous, ſo diſtinguiſſ'd, they are like 
a- city ſet upon a hill that cannot bo hid upon 
the teal advantage there might be to our own 
ſouls, and the | honour it might be to religion if 
we duly noticed and copied after them as the belt 
patterns, if we trod in their ſteps,” never loefinp 
ht of ihem as guides in our journey. through 
I. Where we find a well authenticated hiftory 
preſenting characters eminent for thoſe virtues | 
which have a pecuhar beauty and noble neſs at- 
tending them, the very nattation is an / argument 
to virtne. A well diawn picture of à beautiful” 
or much eſte emed perſonage, gives us ſome of 
thoſe-ſame ſenſations that we: Od have pn 
ſight of the otigihal- S0 that the lives of David, 
Samuel, and the, prophets, as they are preſerved | 
in the old teſtament, may ſerve to inſpute us wich 
the ſame” amiable ſenſe of t heir conduct, as if we 
lau tbem ating upon the ſtage of life with. our 


on eyes. Ii he exzmples I mean ta peak of ate 


not of the low and commen attainmenis of: à pi- 


ous be. 1. would that our eyes be fixed von. 
LAC 
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the txtr aordiinas y and illaſtrious characters in ſa- 
ored writ, as a ſput to aur indufirys: and the ob- 
ject of our laudable i imitation. If We can't equal 
them, we may aim at them. Sach a. notice might 
convince us that religion in its moſt ſevere and difficult 
requirements is practicabie. Human | nature. is the 
fame now it ever was. There is nothing new un- 
der the fun. The degeneracy of human: nature 
was as great and as deeply rooted before the maſt 
of theſe eminent [ſaints exiſted as it is now. Fer 
Gop ſaw even in the old world that all the ima- 
ginations of men's hearts werte evil, and only evil 
continvally; but yet we find in the hiſtory — the 
faints, that they have been able to reſiſt. the maſt 
impetuous torrents of luſt, and and unmov'd 
amidſt the moſt violent temptations, This ſhews 
us that we allo, through Crr15T ſtrengthening us. 
can do all things. A review of the glorious: at» 
chievemepts at theſe holy watriors, in their con- 
f1& with fin and Satan may ſerve to inſpire us 
with courage and magnanimity in enteting upon 
and proſecuting all the ſexyvice required of us—we 
ſee that x wiſe and merciful goyernor has required 
nothing but what} by his gtact, men have been 
enabled to do; this may alſo quicken us td ſeek 
and expect grace of him, equal to all our exigen- 
cies —we Rund that all the tender yernings ot pa- 
rental affection, may be overcome hy the mote ir- 
reſiſtable influentes of the holy ſpirit, in the caſe 
of Abrabam; who ſhewed his fear of Go, and obe- 
dtence to him, by not withholding his ſonꝭ ds e 
ſon -e ſee in the caſe of Jab, that tis goſſihle 
fon a man to glorify his maker, and humble him- 
ſelf under the rebukes of his rod, in à day of the 
Nen viſitation—to bleſs the band that takes 


anays 


n 122 . * 
4 wh 
. © 


£ e ä —— 
3„%?ẽ O I 


AKA 
— 
. oy . Ra N hs. 


4 


rr 
n 


Ny EP £5 4 
»* 4 4% of WA - IJ” 


Vn WM Fo 
— & * 


— 2 


" 
4 
* 
4 
i | 
.4 
4 
5 
_ 
9 


60 Scripture Examples, 


away, as well as that which gives. The hiſtory 
of Foſeph affords us an inconteſtible evidence 
the poſſibility of maintaining -unmoved. chaſtity 


amidſt the moſt preſſing temptations imaginable: 


Such perſons as have hitherto permitted ſenſual 
inclinations to rule in and reign over them, and 
have readily obeyed all their calls, who have from 
a courſe of ſervitude” to their luſts, contraſted 
ftrong - habits of vice; theſe perſons. entertain 
very formidable notions of the ſtrict precepts. of 
religion as impracticable, and inconhiſtent with 
the very conſlitution of human nature. They 
are apt to look upon an / uniform and ſincere life 
of religion as matter rather of ſpeculation than 
practice. That the doctrine of faith, mortifica- 
tion and perſeverance are matters too refined for 
the prelent imperfect: ſtate of things. And how- 
ever we wiſh for ſuch a ſtate, the 3 of hu · 
man nature are at preſent ſo weakened and de · 
bilitated that we cad never attain to it. This is 


the language of a great part oß the ſlaves of ſenſu- 


ality. Was this principle to be generally imbi- 
bed, it would tend to root religion out of the 
world, and put a ſtop to all endeavours after ex- 
alted"attainments in godlineſs. But we find that 
the children of Adam, partakers of the ſame com- 


mon nature with us have laid aſide every weight, 
beat down all oppoſition, and out of weakneſs 
were made ſtrong. When we ſee ſuch atteſted 
examples of ſublime piety, of firm and immova- 


ble conſlancy under ſevere tryals, and ſuch cor- 


dial benevolence and forgiveneſs as ſhadows the 
image of him who is good to all, and whoſe ten- 


der mercies are over all his works. 1 ſay, when 
we find this, it tends to remove the — 
ay's een | and 
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and all the diſcouragements ariſing from it.— 
t ſhews: that the higheſt attaioments- in 
eligion, the moſt difficult. performances enjoin'd 
in the ſacred precept are not beyond human abi- 
lities, aſſiſted by that grace. which Gon has given 
to men, and is able to give again, and indeed has 
promiſed that he will give to them that aſk him. 
Every man- has ſpme peculiar, natural 'byaſs, con- 
ſtitutional inclination to vice of one kind or ano- 
ther z but ſurely it may give him fortitude a 
courage in confliing there with, and confidence 
in his applications to the throne of grace for aſ- 
ſiſtance, it he finds others no ſtronger by nature 
than himſelf, have come off conquerors in a com- 
bat of the ſame kind.“ To look over the lives 
of the eminent ſervants of Gon, who have been 
honored with a place in the inſpired hiſtory, and 
find the greateſt and nohleſt acts af virtue, the moſt 
forbidding inſtances of ſelf-denial, practiced in a 
uniform & perſevering manner, may, tend to abat 
the frightful apprehenſigns. which even wicked 
men entertain of religion—it may ſerve to in- 
ſpire good men with fortitude, courage and hope, 
as to advancements in godlineſs, and remove the 
temptations to diſpair that lye in the way of 54 
men, boy P 
Bur the uſe I would make more particularly of 
theſe illuſtrious inſtances of piety, is what they are 
well capable of being improved to, and that is a 
directory as to our own duty, and the way of ma; 
king progreſs in virtue—and a diſtinguiſh'd ;pat- 
tern of virtue is a better guide, a more intelligible 
directory to the bulk of mankind, than their own 
private reflections could be tis eaſier to ſee what 
8 amiable in another, be charmed with his Aer 
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racter, and bivopke 0 meme for 0 our unlikevef 
to it, than to draw concluſions  equally* beneficial 


and convincin g, from a private conſide ration of 


ob tel es-the adulterer may take occaſion from 
his own reflections, to extenuate his guilt, and Jul. 
tify himſelf from the cirrumſtances of pecuhar 
temptation he was under upon the commiſſion of 
the crime — but into what a trifle muſt alk his plea 
dwitdle, how contemptible muſt he appeat to him. 
felf for advancing ſuch. excuſes; when he com- 
pares himſelf with Jeſepb, a Hebrew ſlave, under 
the ſollicitations of a powerful Egyption lady, from 
the rage of whoſe diſappointment, he had reaſon 
to expect not only 4 long impriſonment, but g 
ſhame ful death? Men here ſee the ptacticabihty of 
what their own hearts were ready before to geſpai 
of, and they indolently neglect attempting. Let 
us therefore endeavour that the hiſtorical part of 
the ſcripture, be not loſt upon us—all ſcripture is 
profitable-—m: the preceptive part of it, we have 
duty enjoined, and the various courſes of vice-pt6/ 
hibiced—and in that part of it which this diſcourſe 
more pafrieularly conſiders,” we find the higheſt 


acts of vittue exempliſied in the brighteſt” matinet! 


the example illuſtrates and infotces the precept 
—don't let us then account that part of the eld 


teſtament which conſiſts of narration as vſcleſs.— 


Men bf all characters and ſtations; and under all 
eireumſtances in life, may find ſhining” patterns i 
copy after, adapted to theit oon ſiraation ; ph. 


tertis that will be a comment upon thoſe: injund 


ond chat concern them reſpectively. Men (inſt 
tions of public authority, who'at ehtruſted with 


the legiflative power of a ſtate, or the execution 


of as alteady ade; perfoss Inveſted-'with at 
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- I thority, from the monarch upon the throne, to the 
of boneſt ſubordinate officer, may find maſt amiable; 
charactets and memoirs to model their own'7cans! 
„doc by the ſcripture not only preſcribes rules, 
4 Wl and affords excollent inſtructions for all ranks and 
ok conditions of men; but obedience to them, aud 
a> WW the advantage of ſuch an obedience is deljaeated- 
n. ache life of forme of Gop's ſervants, and ia futh:; 
n. a deliceation Gop does as it were, paint out the 
er pach of duty, after he has commanded-us to wa 
therein. The moſt potent emperor in Bars or 
lia, may find a pattern in David, Hezetiab, Taſiab 
ed others, that it would de him honouth.todms:! 
of ae—true policy as well as true virtue, ate en- 
id bied in their lives petſons of exalted rank, in 
e ſabordinauon to regal powers as miniſters of f;, 
of W | d2cs and magiſtrates of all denominatioss, ar 
be what duty their place requires oſ them illuſtrat- 
ve ed, explained and exemplified in the lives of A, 
+01 Ju, Samuel; Nebemiabland bthers, where not 4 
fs WW |) cophantic, flatteter, but the; ſpirit of truths ba 
of WF 5'i<ited their integrity, thein seal (for the pubis. 
der oed, and their perſeverance: inthe cauſe of myth + 
ept and equity.  T bole that are rich in this world's 
ald WH 290d, are taught what improvement they ate tc 
Inke of 1he'c ſpecial bettuſtments z What gfsti-⸗ 
M ude is due to Gob from +whom! viches . and he-: 
8 00 nar both proceed; what acts of benificence 9: 
. mea. and what a bumble deportment in the midſt 
ci of affluence. Thefe things, I fay, they are taughiti 
when they review the amiable and illuſttious cha- 
raters of Abrabam, Who was powerful in his day? 
who acknowledged the divine agency in all. is 
affluence, whoſe hoſpitable houſe was open ic 
llcangers and paſſengers, and who readily contri- 
* buted 
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buted a tenth of his ſubſtance to Melcbiſader, the 
prieſt of the moſt high God. They are taught the 
ſame things, or ſomething ſimilar, in che charac, 
ter of Job, who allow id not the ſtranger to lodge 
in the ſtreet, and cauſed the widow's heart to ſing 
for joy —and in Boaz, whoſe diligence in buſineſs, 
affability add kindneſs to his ſervants: and inferior, 
and generoſity to the needy (eſpecially in the caſe 
os Ruth) fer him forch us an inſtance of the Jaudz, 
ble uſe of wealth. What charming patterns for 
the imitation and inſtryction of thoſe that are in 
canjugal life, are tocbè found in- the account we 
have of Abram and Sarab, Zacherias and Elizabeth, 
and others? How plainly do ve find that. virtue 
may gain ſtrength by affiion-? How frequently 
does it appear. that the trial of faith in a 3 
of adverſity, is found untg praiſe and honor and 
glosy; in the. dctoynts e hape of 'Foſeph,, why 
paſſed through a long ſeries of the-+moſt trying 
adverſity; but kept hold of his Maker by faith 
through all the way ;-6f Aaſar David, Jo and 
Daniel, who had to combat with their reſpective 
and peculiar troubles; troubles very heavy in them. 
ſelves, extended to à dong duration, and, often re- 
2 and yet farſook not Gev in the. darkeſt 
dur ? They ſeaned on him through all ſcenes of 
tribulation; - We here ſe the poſſi nlity of pati- 
eace and fortitùdè in the ſoreſt tribulation, that 
the children of Gop have been able, though fleſſu 
and heart fail them, to make Gop the ſtrength of 
their heart, acid to rely upon him as theit eternal 
| . e in him tho' he ſlay tbem. This 
ſurely has a tendency to animate the ſufferisg 
chriſtian to a vigorous exerciſe of the ſame graces. 
and we ought to conſider all our men 
C5799 LNew 
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theſe 9928 charactets as lights ag to· dite cd 
in our .conguct * y 

150 CONCLUDE. If there be To | great Bolin 

from tie peruſal of the lives of theſe antient and 


eminent ſaints, we may rc the great advan- 


tage of exam 169.0) hat, axe truly illuſtrious, 
If it rv Wo tad h 1 7 ide a Sd a 
tendency only to be credibly informed what o- 
thers that are long ago falien aſleep haye done, it 
muſt ſurely have greater influence to ſee * ſame 
virtues bb ſame amiable qualities W ae 
gue we Are ac: wind wl: Fe 
of theſe things in ohr cotemporaries, m 
more ſtriking than a-bare qarrationof .whae is * | 
ages ago. "The moſt mou hiſtories "of great 
actions are not adapted to ſtrike the mind ſo for- 
cibly, nor to wy laſting an impreſſion upon 
it, as a petſonal and immediate view of the ſame 
actions: Fes it effect ec ca 80900 dur 
profeſſion, W i hagor religion. in. the ses 0 
the world. © Tore the th ings that are, be” | 
hind, and Na 0rward, to the things” that 
before, preſſiag towards the mark for the DI 


of the high callingof Gan. ia Cn — 
ſa others ſeeing our good warks, may, our 
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The N. ature, Extent and Obli: 
a of Charit 7. 


3CORINTHIANS, XIII. 2 


452 theugh I beltow all my Goods to feed the puer 
” and though I give o es to be burned, and 
_ bave not CHARNTY,. it profiteth me nothing. ' ©. 


$8222 HE ſcriptures are ſo plain and expli- 
— Cit, not only in the injunctions, but 

& r which relate to charity; 

$2 062: that a Well · diſpoſed, honeſt enquirer: 
aebi find it to be ſuch a principle of 
love and benevolence in the heart, as reſembles 
that part ot the divine character, wherein Gop is. 
ſer tarth as good to all, and bis tender mercies oven 
all bis works. Tis indeed a godlike principlein 
itſelf ſo rational, ſo adapted to the human and 
, univerſal conſtitution of things that it ſeems to 


"bs deen deeply rooted | in Auman * i CY 


The Nature, Extent; Cc. by 


original formation—and, when we feel the want 
ic, we feel the effects of apparent violence done 
to our own faculties. . The relations we bear t6 
each other ſo ſtrongly, plead for the exerciſe of this 
celeſtial principle, that we fairly us . that we 
never could have come from the hands of an all- 
wiſe and beneficent Creator deſtitute of it, unleſs 
we were ſent imperfe& and utterly unqualified for 
the ſituation aſſigned us, and the part allotted us 
to act in life. This principle ſeems to be the univerſal 
ſoirit that animates & ſupports, nouriſhes and ehe- 
riſhes the whole extent of exiſtence,as it operates in 
an infinite & unbounded manner in the divine mind 
ig all the works of creation and;providente, ſo it i 
eſſential to the cement & conſolation of all created 
ſociety, whether in heaven above; or carth beneath. 
mean to be particular in diſcourſiug upon the na- 
ture and foundation (both rational and ſcriptural) 
of this divine temper, this godlike principle in 
the ſoul, before I take any particular notice of the 
text, it being; in my opinion, a method better 
fitted to elucidate the words of the apoſtle in the 
text, than any other at preſent ſuggeſted to my 
mind. In that charity which is the gran Re 
of the goſpel, we'are required to love the Lord our 
God with all our bearts, with all our ſouls, with- 
eur minds, and with all our ftraigth—and this fame 
principle of love or benevolence, is to extend to 
our fellow-creatures, ſo as that we love our neigh- 
dour as our ſalves; which may be tried by a certain, 
| Je and intallible ſtandard, exhibited by ou 
AVIQUR, and by ſome called the golden rule 
of equity” - bat ſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
Anto you, do ye alſo unto them, That mankind are 
not generally actuated by a principle ſo full ot 
104 . 3 
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val to the world; fo produRiy e of Habra t tran: 
Ne ity, and fo conformable to the infinitely amia- 
b ſp 4 too plain. *Tis acknowledged that 
a falkd d geld are too much extited by the infetnaf 
paſſions of malice, envy add revenge, to transform 
hs regions of peace Is a field of blood; but ſtill 
it uf? de atknowledged that charity, in the beau! 


ty of is nature, and the extenfive efs of "its vii 
lity, 18 t00 bright apd obyious to efcape the ap. 
eri g beds of human nature, debaſed às it is 
ſo that oniverlal charity, the Hife and effence of 
e is but the very ſybſtance of untaintetl 
uwaagity, apd the capital precept of natural re. 
ls Sten. t is'a ſpark ſtruck, from the Deity, add 
indfing the creature 1 "into, a teſemblance in 
miniteße '6f the CERT. "Humanity thus ex- 
Meg, thus actuated, is a pictore of diwinit/.— 
en vt be very captious and unreaſonable in- 
deed, who blame the chriſtian religion, on 4 * 
of dhe Ty blitmit or extent of its morals, yhen the 
rep Er * hel el, "A godlike, refined principle is 
Fele e ha breath, The apoſtſe Paul has bei 
himſelk maſter of equal argument and addreſs in 
Nandi this point, ih various parts of his- wri- 
ting 885 3 many of which this grand charaQeriſtic 
of” che — religion is <xplained from the 
5 iples of natural reaſon, and confietned by the 
ral confent of ' mankind, He confiders ds as 
der one of ancther, and ituftrates%our obligati- 
ohs to wütval benevolence and compaſſion, by the 
care which the varicus members ot the animal 
body have one over anorher, becauſe that if bye 
Weber füffer, all the members ſöffer with Fr, 
'n he was cchbented before à learned Pap 
Gage at Athens, tho icriptuke would * | 
ut 


— —— 


Upigaten}- if Obit" =® 


but little for the conviction of his hearets, yet he 
found means to draw itrefragable arguments in 
favour of ſupreme love to the only Drtry, and 
Univerſal charity to the ifitelligent creation, from 
the writings of their own poets, and the conſent 
of the heathen world,” Acts xvii.” 28. As certain i 
a'ſo of your owy poets bave ſaid, ** fer we alſo "art i 
his offspring.” The original and unchangeable re- 1 
lation of mankind to their creator, is of a fal 1 
gature Land in this view of it are we confirmed = 9 
by our Saviour, fince he reaches us to claim the 1 
ende ring relation, when we invoke him "as © out / 
Father which is in heaven.” It ſeems from the 
uſe the apoſtle makes of this quotation, from a 
heathen'poer, and the manner in which he addu- 
ces it, that the idea of parent ,- relatibn 
between Go and mapkind, was ſo natural, and 
ſo univerſally dictated to the human mind, that 
the inntimerible prejudices and ſuperſtitions that 
had over- run the Pagan world; had not been able 
tobolly to efface it. He did not think it diſpara- 
ging to his dignified ffation in the chriHMan church, 
to thew' How conſentaneous the chief pillars 
evanyelical truth weteè to the dictates of calm and | 
unbiaſs'd reaſon, and*even' the allowed niaxims c ? | | 
their beſt writers. Our duty towards Gop not on 
ly plainly reſults from this relation, but towärds 
our Velloto- men. A temper compoſed of reveretice 
and love moſt operate in our ſouls towards the nis 
verſal parent, and the very conſideration of out 
being his offspring, 'tends to inſpite us with affee- 
tionate and humble! piety towards the Father of 
our fpirits==and it tends likewiſe ts fet in à ſtrong 
point of Fight our obligations to leve as brethreny 
do be pititut and courteous, to rejoice —_— 
| T1 | 3 at 
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that rejoice, and weep with them that weep .. 
Hentt · felt ſympathy, and mutual benevolence 
are moſt aſſuredly due from thoſe who are ſo nearly 
allied as children of one common father, parta- 
kers of one common nature, god united by the 
we of blood and humanity.) Various argument 
Irawn from che infinite amiableneſs of the di- 
vine nature to enforce our obligations to place 
gur ſupreme love upon him, might be here men- 
tioned, but I omit them, and only {objoin this 
abſervation that our duty as ſubjects ta ous right. 
fu] ſovereigh requires an ardent and unreſtraine 
affection towards hini. The preceptive part 
Go *3 word ' enjoins jt; nor can we eſcape the 
$uilt and doom of diſobedient rebels, baleſs we 
ove the Lok o our Gop,. for Gob is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Gob, and Gob 
in him. And froth this godlike ſource reaewed 
in the ſou); will proceed ſtreams of benevolence, - 
ind beneficeact, that ſhall gladden the hearts of 
all within our reach, This will .produce obedi- | 
ence, conſtarit and uniform Gbedience to thoſe in- 
junctions of our bleſſed and exemplary high prieſt. 
A new coinmandment give I unto you, that ye love ont | 
enother as I bave loved you. All things, whatſoever 
43x would that men ſbould ds untd you, do ye even Jo tl 
there. And indeed, charity is frequently confi: 
dered as the governing principle of our conduct 
towards. mankind, and that for this reaſon, as! 
is beyend our power to beſtow any degrees 
happineſs upon the DztTy, our charity is to ma- 
n. teſt itſelf towards our fellow- men, among whom 
there are a vg iety of proper objects for the pur- 
ofe. Here a conformity to the divine tempet 
may ſhine forth conſpicuous in univerſal been 
+13 - . | =_ 
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Jence, in relieving the diſtreſſed, ſupplying the 
wants of the needy, comforting the diſconfolate, 
forgiving the injurious and ſpiteful, and, in wort, 
in doing good as we have opportunity, unto all 
men. This Goy accepts as if actually performed 
towards himſelf, and, as ſuch, will reward it. 
Therefore it is repreſented that the grand deciſion 
of every one's fate at the laſt day,ſhall turn upon this | 
ſingle point, Mat. xxv.40.Yerily F ſay unto you, inaſ- | 
much as ye have - it unto one of the leaſ of theſe n | 
| brethren, ye bave done it unto we. Hence likewiſe” 
our Saviour directs Peter to manifeſt his love ta 
him by _ his ſheep and his lambs. © - Faith,” * 
bope, charity, (lays the apoſtle, 1 Cor. Xn. 13.) thy" 
greateſt of theſe three is 6barity./Chatity is that never- 
failing, lovely flower that grows from the root of 
faith ; it unites to Gov, and makes us like Gop, 
.- MW Herein is diſplayed the divine image in the ſoul, 
; whereas faith and hope have no place in the ſu- 
preme mind, and would really be of no uſe to 
us, were they not as ſtairs by which we aſcended 
to charity, the temper of heaven.” Charity ' never 
faileth. Inſtead of leaving us when we leave this 
world, it ſhall go with us to the regions of love, 
there to be refined, enlarged and perfectedʒ where. | 
as faith and hope, as they are adapted only to an 
imperfe& ſtate, and imply a previous apoſtacy, * 
{hall totally fail at death. They have no place 
in a world of perfection; for there one ſhall ' he 
ſwallowed up in ſight, and the other vaniſh be- 
fore actual enjoyment. Tis certainly then wick 
propriety that this grace is ſpoken of as the efſence, * 
life, and ſum- total of religion. That the grand © 
article of enquiry at the day of retribution, all 
(ape the genuine fruits of this godlike temper * 
5 n | —thac 
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—that it is called the bond of Perfeclpeſs—that 
Jury alt men ſhall know that we are Crnrisr's 
iſciples, if we love oneanother——and that we 
know that we ate paſſed from. death to life, if we 
love the brethten. When good men ate to be 
conſigned over to a ſtate of everlaſting ove, and 
— the Judge vindicates the honor of his 
own character in ſnewing how they abound in 
thoſe graces that beſt quaiify them for an admiſ⸗- 
ſion into ſuch a ſtate,” And indeed the whole. 
duty and life of (chriſtianity in this world, is no- 
thing byt love, varied in different ſcenes, circum. 
ſtances and relations ef life, in different acts, 
Hoek and degrees, and towards different objects. 
ithovr, this, there can be na piety towards Gon, 
and no juſtice towards his creatures: for howe- 
ver one may outwardly act that which is a teal 
ſecurity of my juſt property, yet if ſelfiſhneſs and 
worldly prudence dictated his conduct, it can 
Carcely pals for juſtice, When we conſider all theſe 
things, we have no occaſion to wonder that the 4. 
pale has ſet forth the neceſſity and excellency of 
charity in ſo ſtrong and emphatical a manner a. 
he does in the text—And tbaugb I beſtow all my. 
Ceadi 40 feed the poor, and though I give my. body. ta, 
e burxs and bave no charity, it praſiteth. me no. 
thing. Here it may be enquired, how, is this po- 
fible ? Munificence and liberality towards our fel - 
law creatures, are the moſt natural and ſatisfacto- 
y evidences of internal charity and rely; if 2 
man voluntarily ſuffers death in the cau ſe of reli - 
gion, he gives the higheſt poſſible evidence of un- 
ſhaken; integtity, and conſcious , fincerity's, how 
then can it be, that a man who devotes. his Wh 
as to the wpport of the needy, ; and, erg 
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but an outſide ſhew, a we? . 
e and no Adee c 


hag I 


pen 5, a chtiſtian grace bee in. "he foul 
x dy the. ho y. ſpirit. And indeed, it a man lay dowh 
, is life, for. kjs religion, greater love could not 
\ 0 one ſingle. act de ſhewn z that is, it affords the 
rongeſt and cleareſt preſumption in nature, of his 
| articude and ſincerity---but ſtill this may po 

, e done. from ;ſorhe .pringiple, e with 


charity; 


8 0 5 veto the words to jm NaN iti 
nes jag 15 d hot ion hi "ſuc a ci aſe 
ever yy d, Or ever can happen ive us a By 


ter ſenſe of the ſublime and 1 ed * 
ell as abſolute 17 Tf of Wy he. mak 
| Fo fo, this purpaſe —_— 1 A 
thing; 5 ; poſſible, © it 1 N. to bee ſo xternally 
* charitahl 83 15 Jo. beſto all my, & oqas to fe 
4 the poor, 0 0 religious as to 115 my body 
| 125 burned; now, if I, was deſtitute f hs 
i "excelleng grace "in my heart, All this pomp of 
ui (BFA eh and heroic virtue chat may Jerve to 
* e eyes of the World, wouſd-never Yes 
« commend. rae to the divine fayour nd 5 K 
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occur in ſcripture, and human writings frequently? 
and there is this advantage in them, that they 
hold forth an argument in its utmoſt force, 4 
call in the imagination to afſiſt- the underſtandin 
in its concluſions. It is ſtrict reaſoning—for when 
a caſe is ſuppoſed aggravated and painted in th& 
higheſt colours that it can gather from imsginati- 
on ſay, if in this caſe it holds good, it my 
certainly be coricluſive in lefler inſtances of 'a fi 
milar nature. But we may even go further than 
this conſtruction or paraphraſe of the words, and 
ſuppoſe that the apoſtle's ſuppoſition is not meer. 
ly fictitious, but bas happened, and may agaiti 
happen in real life, as to benefaQtiohs to the poor, 
and in a voluntary death—confider charity as 4 
divine principle in the heart, conforming the ſoul 
to Gon, and producing a uniform coffe of obe- 
dience to his laws, and we may certainly find men 
generous to profuſeneſs in their benefa&ions t6 
the indigent, without this grace ruling, and; go- 
vernibg in their hearts. And we may conceive 
of others under forme certain circumſtances, ſuf- 
fering a yoluntary death for religion, and yet del- 
titute of charity, or the very life and effence of 
that religion for which they ſuffer. A man that 
has no religion in his ſoul, and is in many inſtan- 
ces extremely defective as to the duties of 0 
in its extenfive ſenſe, may be naturally of a kind, 
generous make and conſtitution, a certain by- 
als and propenſity in his adture, a native openneſs 


LOC 0 ty in his very compoſitton, prompts 


n c 7 and provide for thoſe that are in 
want, and he takes delight in it, not from 20 


- 


love to Gop, or delight in the moral perſe&tions 
his nature—the ſoft and — of his 
* e 
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mage ſoul, render him a father"to the indigent, 
and the bleſſing of thoſe that are ready to periſh, 
come upon him; but pride may always reign pre- 
dominant in him, and occaſion may ariſe, wherein 
envy and revenge may have ſcope ſufficientfor ac- 
tion in a day of temptation, Mere offentation and 
pride may make a man very profuſe and liberal in 
his donations. His thirſt after a character emi- 
nent for generoſity,.. may produce ſomething ex- 
ceſſive and prodigal in His commynications, . in 
which caſe it muſt he allowed on all hands, that 
he poſſeſſes not the temper of the goſpel.” Pride 
is one of the moſt ative and vehement princlple: 

_ that actuates human nature, and ode way in which 
it frequently operates, is by ſtirring up its votary 
to the ſpecious, plauſible appearance of generoſity. 
and goodneſs, when the affections and habits of 
univerſal benevolence, and chriſtian charity are 


” It &*©)> "$4 
entirely wanting... 


4 * N 3 
Aoaiy, ig is. not poſſible ?” nay; is it not cam- 
mon for men. under miſtaken notions of religion, 
to hope that they ſhall attone for their ſins, and 
expiate dther yiolations of the divine law, by 
pompous ſacrifices of a charitable nature. In Ro- 
e countries, men frequently part with 
all, or a great part of their eſtates that they may 
purchaſe heaven, and appeaſe an angry Derry, 
whom they have offended by their paſt immorali-. 
ties, by buying the good will ot the church 
Something of theſe ſentiments are ſometimes 
found among proteſtants, with reſpe& to alms-. 
giving, imagining that as charity will cover a mul-' 
titude of ſins, ſo, if they endow a Hoſpital, or take 
care of a few diſtreſſed families, they ballance 
accounts with conſcience for all the oppreflion, 
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fraud ad ing Juſtice of. cheit Wes. Then "may 1 
de perſons of an _uncharitable ſpitic, and who. ine 
dulge. themſelves in practices. IPOs torte 
Gob, and! injurious to min, 

As to a man's laying down bis life for religion, 
when' he is dellitute of charity, "the Gr oY it 
— ee of, this kind are þ plobabry” r 1 Then but 


t ſych. inſtance. may " $oſſibiy kappeb, mu 

pe r plain to Pa, one. that cohſitlers N 
75 ity, of ſome comſlitutions, the ſtubborn, and 
impregnable rinciple of Bono. in others, and el 
ecially. the N power. of e nl bi ſi ſu Qing 
* nſelf, or in conjunction with the other "two, 
VIZ. conſtitutional: intrepidity, "and 4 Robbe 
notion of konor.. How far theſe things thay move 
ſome of e human race, to contemn life, and 
court their fate, tis impoſſible for vs to deter- 
mine. If pride will Ipur men on to ſeek death 
in t ve field. of - battle, and if they date purchaſe 
thoſe laurels. at the expence ef their lives, why 
ſhould it be thought impoſſible. that the fame ptin- 
ciple ſhould unte them to purchaſe the e 
7 own of martyrdom at the fame expence, 
_ eſpecially ut be a. e & 01 inioh ja their 

re thar fu 0 an heroic act W ' enfure them 


beayen, - as. the elevating ex Saen of being 
immediately received into el de, if dying white 


fighting infidels, will inſpire” the molt wicked 


lahometan. with invincible bravery. 


charaQ 1$, not a fingle act. or a few. inſtan-. 
che t Aa that entitle him to the 
reputation of a good man, The habits and diſ- 


* of the mind, and the, general courſe ow 
the 


Lr us therefore, improve what has been aid 
In, ca all | miſtaken notiqns of ether men's 
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che ne, ate tether? 00 be icgandect 3 His! ſchti- 
rents afd- behaviour are like & tivereowing un- 
iotertuptediy from an inexhauſtible fource! ) When 
ye'rfttmits actions” in a-moral"ſenſe,7the- diftin= 
guiſhing qfficle of !ebnfideration” conkifle>inithe 
princip fo whehee tho achons flow 7 for, as 
che man thinketh}; e is He 39 A 26 32815 
Ws miay' dedbee Rkewiſe, Mad a'panial roligic = 
60 a tehglof-thar ds ot per fei conſiſtent in Its 
qpetations both internally an@externally,) is real. 
ly no religioh'at alt,” A Terupylous attdchmont re 
the ied PHI anti eeremorialy" of religion, 
withorrt that charity which is the very - animBtings 
foul of ctriſtHinity, "muſt ſurely uv all but li de. 
The zeal with which the bigotted ſons of che Re- 
iſh church io lit excrictating 'rortere vpon all 
that differ from them and the fcorn with whick 
too many ptoteſhants load thoſe that conform not 
to all'rhelrbamiart devices; are full evidences o 
che pofffbifiry ef a ne profeſſion, and eat zeal 
for religion, without that charity which is the ve 
ry ſoul of it.“ Tou may have een hopes, and 
pretend to great faith, you may have hwely and 
affecting apprehenfidns of future ad eternal _— 
and be under the deepeſt concern in conſequence! 
thereof 5 e, ay be frequent in che means of 
grace, and fervent in addrefles! to althighty Go 
you may ſpeak with rhe tongues of men and an. 
gels, may have the gift of propbecy y, and * 
ſtand all myſteri $, and all knowledge 4 tho? 
beſtow al yout obds to feed't "poor, and 
your body to be burned What ae you, if 010 
of charity? ſounding. braſs,” and a tinkling: eym⸗ 
bal——an empty, noiſey profeſſor 2 
tinſel'd hypoctſte. Some plume themſelves up- 
on the deep anxiety they have heretofore felr, 


on ſoul accounts, and logk back to paſt ſcenes of 
ſuppoſed contrition, for evidence of preſent fince. 
tity. Others expect ſalvation from emotions of 
imagined humiliation, but of real pride, or à fanci. 
ed dependence upon what Cyur1sT has done and 
ſuffered, without any love to the moral excellen. 
cies of his nature, or conformity to h's charaQter, 
Such a religion, I ſay, is no religion, that will f. 
nally'avail, or anfwer the purpoſe deſigned. by ity 
profeſſors. Knowledge, orthodoxy and profeſſion, 
ſuperior gifts; and ſuperior attainments, exalte 
vſefulneſs and unblemiſhed character, all theſt 
are unavailable, unleſs a rooted principle of love 
in the heart, be the moving engine of the whole 
conduct For if am mas love not the Lord Jeſu 
Chris, let bim de anatbama maranatha—and if any 
man ſay I love God, and bateib his brother, be is 4 
Rar; for be that Jougth not bis brother whom be bath 
Hen, - bow can be lope God whon. be bath not ſeen? _ 
Lr vs all therefore, ſeek after fervent charity, 
Let a ſenſe of the excellency and importance of 
that divine principle engage us to ſeek earneſtly 
of Gon that he would ſhed abroad his love in our 
kearts- by his holy ſpirit, and where this temper of 
keaven is already begun or implanted in any of 
eur fouls, let us be careful that we, by the genu- 
ine fruits thereof in our deportment, pay honor 
to the Father of our ſpirits, the author of the glo- 
nous change. Let a delight ia him, and a deſire 
after him, uniform obedience to his pteceptive 
will, and a patient ſubmiſſion to his providential 
äſeipline, evince the ſincerity of our charity. 
And with reſpect to our fellow- men, let our love 
appear to be without diſſimulation, by a juſt, righ- 
teaus and faithful demeanor in all our e 
. 9 
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and converſation with thoſe about us, ſeeking 
ice and purſuing it as we have opportunity; in 
ence and advantage for that purpoſe, avoiding 
all the ways of coverouſheſs,” anger and revenge; - 
entertaining emotions of pity for the afflicted, and 


partaking, by 4 gratefol \ympariy,! im the good 
things of the proſperous. 

Bit of all men in the world, note» he 0 
more apparent obligations, capable of being en- 
forced from confiderations of a peculiar nature: to 
the diſtinguiſhed exerciſe of this excellent grace, 
than the miniſters of the goſpel; the embaſſadors 
of the Prince ot Peate. In as much as © am ap- 
pointed to ſpeak on this occaſion, and the aſſocia- 
tion have, by an expreſs vote, declare their er- 
pectation at ſuch times, of fuch matter as is adapted 
to a convention of the clergy In as much like- 
wiſe, as my ſubject may properly be improved to 
i conformity with the deſign of the ſaid vote 
and may I not add likewiſe, in as muck as my des 
clining health rendets it very improbable that 1 
ſhall ever ſtand in the place of a-preacher at ſuch 
a convention dgain. Taking theſe chings = 
ton ſiderftiony. I\beg liberty to conclude 
tourſe with a ſtiort; ſpecial addreſs to , i 
and brethren in the AO: here preſent. E 5 
cr 10071 (© DIri231900S ow 

As would hot tämdſe ibm the ſobjetb in 
bing! and am thereſote under nedceſſity of con 
fining miyſelf- to what relates to chikiem the diſ· 
tinguiſhing N grace in the chriſtuan 
ſo there can nothing with more propriety be re- 
comtmended to e of ſacred character than a 
an n rd to, and practice of it. Evil 
ſurmiles, antinolity- and jealouſy exciting * 


% Tie, ae, Bntent, and 


dad one another with opprobrious terms, abd un; 
ming that muzual confidence which gives, ih. 


ſwoeteſt ref ſto nid) life, are odioas ig meh 


any character hut peculiarly. ſo ig * that. ale 
fer far exhtnples 15 Wie flock. That ſtznQions 
bave been made in · our couοtry among the migil. 
ters of the geſpel, meerl» on account of el ſur. 
mies, ot groundlefs qealooſies, or pethaps onge⸗ 
count of ſotne tal, ſpeeulauive differences, and 
thar-theſer diſtinipns have been followed wih ef, 
feds very ꝙrej udieſal to the peace and harmony 
ofthe! churc h is yery cendjo: God; forbid- that 
we: fhoulR-any-ofus: eqaſe · to contend, | earneſtly 
for thefaith ede tothe: ſaints, & 
fundamental articles ef bis faith are td expliculy, 
plainly and ngeopeatedly rt dealed ip the) holy, oracles 
for an Honeſt enquiter to Miſtake. As 10 diffe- 
rente in ſpeculatiye matter, or che { COVEDIEDE] 
et this or that made of worſhip or giſcpline;. 0 
not to be expected but - that! it muſt ,peceflargly:.a- 
ne. AD vbntraginn forourancelionsy - ot, diffe- 
rent camplexions and gopfitutions; witha Yann 
of other ſuppbſable ciicuinſtances, fender it als 
moſt ienpoſſible ut uniformiiy pf ſentiment in 
alb chiagsrould aaer place: but pray let, us, in 
ſuch a n did tbe, guileleſs, Nathaniel, 
who entertained ſo ſtrong a prejudice 775 aiſt Na- 
ra teſth ie that hen Peres] cold him hei had Unckthe 
Ma3zstany Jtwus.of Nazareth; can any good thing 
ohe but / of Nazareth; Peter ſays, Come. & ice,” 
examine che matter yourſelf — he accordingly; does 
his prejudiceg give ay to his cop ion, and 
hancknowitdges the Misstan 11n;; theſe. words; 
* Rabbi)» thou art the Son: of »Gop, thou, an 
ora and Itrael.”. T 1 0 4 
t , Unger 
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the ſubject, and the dignified rank it holds among 


=, 2 0 1 8 > 
Obligations of Charity. 81 


under this prejudice, he was à good man; for 
when Jexus ſaw: Nathanael coming unto bim, 
he ſaith of him, Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in 
whom there is no guile.“ As long as. men max 
have good affect ions in their hearts, & yet entertaia 
ſome wrong notions in their heads charity, which - . 
hopeth all things, ſhould influence us, if it be 
poſſible, as much as in us lieth, to live peaceably* ©. 
with all men. Don't let us at any time be raum 


& ſevere in judging an: Let us remember, tha 


we are all ſervants, of one niaſter; and muſt finally 


be called to give p our account to him of our 


conduct in his ſervige. Let us therefore endeayour. | 
to be faithful to ſttengthen one another's hands, & 
encourage oneansther's hearts. Little. and un: 
neceſſary animoſities and hickeringa among thoſe 
engaged in labaurs ot ſq atduous and importante 
a nnturg, and followed with capſequences ſo ver 


atereſting to ourſelves and others, letthem-arile - 
from what ſource they will, are certainly. pets" 
nicious. According to apoſtolic advice, I will 
not rebuke an cider, but intreat him as father, and 
the younger men as brethren, I therefore, my fa- 
thers and brethren, intrear you to. ſeek the pro» 


motion of charity among your people—the benefit 


of it in the worll—and the more illuſtrious - exer- 


ciſe of it among yourſelyes, The excellency 


the Chriſtian graces, will recommend it as a them 
of frequent diſcourſe in your public adminiſtra- 

tions. It's advantage to the warld will make you, 
were it only from political motiyes, induſtrious 
that it be underſtpod and practiced in the world ; 
and # regard x9 the honor ef your ſacred charac- 
ter, will influence you to be exemplary in the ex- 


erciſe 
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erciſe of it, "ſince you are as a city ſet up- 
on à hill which cannot be hid. Never can the 
words of the Pfalmiſt be applied with” more 
plropriety than when they are applied to goſpel 
miniſters : Bebold bow good and bow pleaſant it is for 
brethren te dwell togetber in unity: It is like the pre- 
cions ointment upon the bead, which ran dawn upon 
thFbeard, even Aaron's beard, that ran down to the . 
ſkirts of his garments, as tht dew of Hermon, and a 
the dew that deſcended upon tbe mountains of Zion. 
O!-may we ever ſhew ourſelves patterns in good 
works; in doctrine, uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſound 
ſpeech that cannot be condemned, commendin 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience i in the ſight 4 
Gos, doing nothing againſt the truth, but for the 
truth, nothing through vain glory, but to edifes- 
tion, through Jesus Cnxisr ovr Lord, to whom 
with the eternal FaTaer, and ever blefled SpinrT, 
be — Nano and glory. ore rer and ever, 
nn i 
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Aud Pharasb ſaid unto Jacob, bow old art then '? 
Aud Jacob ſaid unis Pharaob, 'the Days of the Kears 
of my Pilgrimage are an bundred and thirty 'years : 
Few and evil bave the Days of the Years of my Life 
been, and bave not attained unto tbe Days of. the Years 
of ; the Life of my Fathers, b the Days of ther Pit- 


grimage. 


$$00D old 74 having aſſed thiro? 
22 the various ſcenes of his long ex- 
& tended prilgrimage, was now arrived 


+ 
Rs reſt from his travels, and find the 
cloling ſcene of life. The future flavery of his 
POND in ns, territories he was well 


L 2 apprized 


within that empire where he was to 
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apprized of and their wenderful deliverance by 
| the high band of Gop, he foreſaw with an eye 
of faith, having been graciouſly informed from 
the divine mouth of theſe important events. Tis 
_ unneceſſary for me to tecouat the various inci- 
dentꝭ iy piovidepce, ' which occafioned ths godly 
patriarch with his family to remove to Egypt. 
Upon their arrival in that empire, Joſeph his ſon, 
who was prime miniſter, and chief regent- under 
Pharaoh, preſents his relations to the king, who 
were graciouſly received, and had exhibited to 
them ſome ſubſtantial marks of the royal favpur. 
After fibe of his brethren had been favoured with 
an audience of Pharaoh, y. y. Joſeph brought in 
Jacdb his father, and ſet him before Pharach Land 
Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh: — he bleſſed him when 
he was introduced to his preſence, and he bleſſed 
bim likewiſe, when he took his leave, v. 10. 
* And Jacob bleſſed Pharagh, ond went out from 
before Pharaoh.“ By which we are undoubredly 
te undexſtand, not only ſome tokens of homage 
due to him as a king, ſame acts of civility ag a 
man in which he paid him, reſpect, and returned 
him thanks for all. his kinꝗdneſs; but it was an act 
ok piety, wherein he ſupplicated the bleſſing of 
heaven upon him, . inyelted with regal . authority, 
himſelt acting with and by the ſpirit of a prophet, 
and a patriarch. During the conference, Pharaoh 
aſks him his age, to which he returns an anſwer, 
evincing bis deep ſenſe of this world's variity, apd 
his on frailty, as in our text, And Pharaoh 
** ſaid unto Jacob, how old art thou? And Jacob. 
* ſaid unto Pharach, the days of the years of 
* of my pilgrimage are an hundred and 
& thirty years: few and evil have the days of thy 
irg F Gy yeary 
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« years of my life been ; and have not "attained 
« unto the days of the years of the liſe of my 
« fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage.” We 
\ may obe ene 

1. Tat queſtion aſked, being uat very com- 
monly occurs in friendly interviews, and never 
more naturally ſuggeſted and properly put, chan 


at a firſt acquaintance with a perſon diſtinguiſhed 
by marks of venerable old age—bow old art thog.? 
Old age not oy demands our reverence, but is 
the natural object of our admiration ; grey--hairs 
ate uſually a protection from the inſults of the ruf. 
fian, and even men in the higheſt, ſtatian of ho- 
nour, feel within themſelves ' audiſpoſiton to riſe 


up before the face ot the aged, and to honour the 


hoary head from ſuch. principle a principle cot · 
monly operating through all mankind, L imagine 
it was thai Pharoah put the queſtion——Jacob's 
manner of life had te nded to prolong his days, the 
frugal plain living of Canaan, had protracted his 
age to ſuch a period às the inhabitants of Egypt 
did not arrive to- ſo that Rhargoh tis probable 
never ſaw a perſon before; ſo reverend. with 
ige though Egypt was made fruitful bythe o- 
verflowing of the river Nile, yet ĩt was even u 


that account very unhealthy, beſides luxury, and 


the arts of ſhortning life, had gain'd ſuch. ground 
in Egypt, as the plain living patriarchs had been 


untainted with, ſo that *tis likely Pharaoh never 
law among his ſubjects ſo venerable a figure, but 


eſpecially was ſuch a ſight before unknown in a 


luxurious court, where the polite. arts of making 
diſeaſes were ariſen to a great pitch——we may 
therefore ſuppoſe-that Pharaoh was moved by te- 


verential admiration, ta aſk the good old patriarch 


&- 


* 


his 
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Though plain living and a healthy country, had 
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His age tis repreſented as unnatural and unbe. 
coming to behave proudly againſt. the antient 


probably lengtkened out Jacob's life, yet js ape 
might be more ſtrongly mark'd, in as much as he 
had been a man ot labour and forrow—ſo that he 
was a kind of prodigy in the Egyptian court, and 
| Pharaoh's wonder excited him to aſk his age, 
as ſoon as the introductory benedict ions and ſal. WW * 
tations were over. This may teach aged people . 
to improve that influence which their age give; 
- to: good and religious purpoſes— they will meet 
with reverence from the moſt honourable of their 
Juniors — they ought therefore to conſider their 
age as an advantage whereby they may damp the 
-progreſs of profane mirth, impiety and debauchery 
Due may, : 4 SIS #5 6 AE 4k .- IT, 
2. Tax notice of the good patriarch's anſwer 
- ——the days of the years of my piigrimage are an · bur- 
ured and thirty years : few and evil have the days of 
"the years of my life been, and bave not - attained un 
4he 4ays:of: the years of the liſe of my fathers in th * 
tays of their pilgrimage, This anſwer ſeems to be 
delivered with an air of ſeriouſneſs —though the 
queſtion was a very plain” and common 'one, the 
anſwer ſeems uncommon, and in its phraſeology 
becomes the gravity and ſolemnity of an aged pa- 
triarch, and in its purport ſeems deſigned, to in- 
ftru& as well as id form his royal enquirer. 
„ 1. *T1s remarkable by what term he calls his 
life, a pilgrimage, looking upon himſelf as a ſtran- 
ger or ſojourner, without any proper abiding place 
in this world— a traveller bending his courſe to- 
wards another world he has in view the preſent 
Nate is but the road he travels, or the inn at _ 


— 


vilerim in its original ſenſe, ſignified a ſtianger or 


bas been uſed in a more reſtricted ſenſe, for thoſe {1 
that ſat out upon ſome long and'ted'ous:journep: © » 
1 


igcimage Ggnifies a journey ing, or travelling in 
„ Ae DI Sta 9 2561 | 
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he refteſhes tis to this pallage undoubtedly that | 
the apoſtle refers, when he ſays, Heb. xi, 13. Tae | 
they confeſſed that they were ſtrangers ' and-pilgrintg 
now he was in Egypt he was in ſome titeral ſenſe 

if the word, a pilgrim; ſince he hadtrabelled from 

ome into a ſtrange land, but his life, even in the 

land of his nativity; was a pilgtimage the word 


LA 


raveller abſent from his proper home —of late it 


on ſome religious account, as though they merited 

aven by the auſterities ſubjected to in the jour- 
ey -a pilgrim is now defined one WhO travels 
hrough foreign countries to viſit holy places, 

nd to pay his devotion to the reliques of dead 
ants,” of which there ate multitudes i ROman 
atholic countries, who go to Jeruſalem. vn foot, 
0 viſit the holy ſepulchre, and to other places, 
nd ſo among the Mahometans, who go a pilgei⸗- 
age to Meccha, to viſit Mahomer's tomb Dur 
n its omginal ſignif cation, as T obſerved, that a | 


ſtrange land, + 1 * egg 2; 

2. "Tis not only objervable by what term he calls | 
is lite; viz. a pilgrimage, but that he reckpas the q 0 
ace of it, by days** few & evil have been the d N 


the years of my life“ —and concerning cheese 
lays he gives three characters do. 
1. That they were f „ AR. 
2. That they were et. 
3: That they were Hort of the days of bir fab 9 
Tur longeſt life may ſoon be reckoned up the“ By 
ounted by days—as we know not what à day 1 
4 briog foreh, and as we ate particularly direck- 
990 ed | 


F * n a... 8 
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ed nutaber our days, Pſal xl, 12.— As 1h de. 
ſirable that we ſhould know the meaſure of our days 
according to Pſalm xxxix, 4, it may be prope 
enough to compute life by days, for at beſt it is 


but a ſpan and a vapour. The good old fare 


obſerves concerning bis days, 

1. That they were few. He had now „ lived an 
hundred and thirty years, yer he calls the days of 
thaſe years but few—they appeared to; him as yas 
nity, when he ee 800 r1ecolle them. He 
could ſay concerning his own life, as Moſes, the 
manof Gap ſay s, in the name of the Iſraelitiſn 
hoſt, .** We ſpend out years as a tale that is told,” 
Jacob andextnediy, when ;he ſpoke. of his life as 
a pilgrimage, when he DT it: by days, and 
calls thoſe days few, without ſcruple, had a regard 
to the eternal world. His days were many, and 
his life long. compared with the Egyptians, but 


ia his own eſtimate; when he viewed himſelf as an 


immortal cteature, they were few, © A thouſand 
yrats is with God but as ope day, and one day ag 
a thouſand years ;” ſo that his life bore no propor- 
tion to the eternal exiſtance of the Dirv, nor to 


that endleſs ſtare 1 into which he muſt ſoon Four 


himſelf. 


2, Hz gives another account or e of 
his days, and that is, that bey were evil. Few 


and evil have the days, &c. been.“ We are told, 


Job xiv. 1. ** Man that is born ef a, weman, wot 
few days, and full of trouble.” . The truth of 
this was atteſted by one of the moſt highly fa; 
voured of God's antient fervanty in our text, ewo 
thouſand, four hundred and ſeventy three. years 
ago, according tothe common chronological com- 
* Mankiod have had contigual \exper}- 

y ence 


—— — 


— 
5 ence from the beginniag of the evil and vanity of 
. life“ man is born to troubſe us the ſparks fly 
1 upward,” and Jacob had+his hare of it in. che paſt 
r ſcenes of his pilgrimage life — the feventeet years 
+ MW that remained before him, being the cloſiog days 
bh oc his life, were proviably the pleafanceſt parrof his 
ie, though tis profable that a believing proſpett 
or che bondage of his poſterity, might be an aller 
f to his perſonal enjoyments.! 54 17 4 619 bo 

* 3. He ſays that bis days "were Hort of Peas of 
e WM bis fathers. He was then an hundred and thirty 


8 years old, and he liyed to be an hundred and forty 
h ſcven, but his days were not ſo many 48 thoſe o 


his anceſtors—his own father Iſaac,” was an hun- 


as MW red and fout ſcore years, Gen; xxtv, 2 His. 


a grandfather Abraham, lived an hundred, three ſcore 
d WW and fifteen. year, Gen. xxvs 7. | Hlis-great grand 
d father Tecah, arrived to the age of two hundred 
ut and five years, Gen. xl, 32. His great-great grand. 
in father Nahor, lived to be an hundred ang forty 
eight years old — the next of his aaccſtars, the Kae 


ther of Nahor, lived two hundred and thirty-years 


years—exactly the fame age was his'farher 


tion, for Peleg's father Eber, liyed to be faurhun+ 


of WU dred and/fixty-fous years old—kis fathet-Salaky_ 
lived four hundred and thirty three years=the gent 

d, anceſter Arphaxed; lived to be four hundred ani 

of, FF thirty eight years—ſo that Jacob, might well ay. 

of WW that however remarkable his age might 6 
2. WW che Egyptians, he was far Sante 8 
Arn ſome of his anceſtors hatfattaihed® 

11 | 


| will in diſcqutfing further upon the wog 
A $48 8 . M 1 ns hey 2 L. 506 
\* Various gte che reaſons aſſigned by authors for the 9 
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his father Rue lived to hundred and der Peteg 7 


but great was the difference in the next genera- | 


zs hre ſcore years and ten, though ſonic © may by teaſon o 


none of thaſe ptriatchs but Shem, arrived at 300 - Jn the ſe. 


 deproes; an the dumber of peophe it creaſed, their longevity ꝗ vin. 


* 


I. Briqſy confider the queſtion put by Pharaoh i 

Jacob, and often put to old peopie, bat old 

' art bon? As capable of ſame proſtable religi- 
aus 1MpProvement. *- - + n 46.258 


CET Ny Taz 3 3+ 5 } 3 | | 4 | Wy 
f = FIRE . 0 ; # + 
of thoſe that lived in tbe Giſt ages of the world—what I may {6 
upon that, way be conlidered az a digreffion, but ill not foreign 
from my Tubje&, though ſomething digreſſivo with reſpeR to the 
purpole of the diſcourſe —though human life was very long, com. 
pared wiih its preſeat period before the flood, yet it is certain 
it was ſhertened ſoon. after the flood, hence ſome have'imagioed, 
that when the fountains of the great deep were b:oken vp. ſome 
noxious eflavia were ſent forth into the vir, and that the deluge 
left a certain 1) me vpon the face of the earth, which terded i 
Horteo'the days of man. Had this been the "caſe, one won d 
have thought that the effe&s had been more vilible immediate) 
after the flood, than afterwards — whbercaz tis certain (bat man! 
life_gradvally declined, even from that period fer ſeveral age. 
Others think the permiſſion giten to eat fl. ſh after the flood, and 
the uſiag fl ſh for food in. conſequence of that permiſſion, is 1 
natural cauſe of /ſhorteniog life dy degrees, ſioce by natural ge- 
eration, diſorde rs is tbe avimal {yſtem, were tranſmitted! down 
o poſterity, with additional weight id every geoeration—bot this 
ypoiheſiy has ike w le its difficulties, Goce the common period 
of human life not ſhorteted by violence or difeaſe is hear about 
the ſame now that it was in the days of Moles, 'whe ſays that it 
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ſirength. arrive to four ſcore, full of labour and ſorrow. 

© + Immediately af:er the creation, when the wor d was to be 
peopled by one man and woman, the ordigary age was 900 yew! 
dod opwards: immediately after ihe flood, when there - were 
three/perſans 10 ſtock +be world. iht ir age war car ſhorter ; ard 


coad century we ficd, none that reached 240. la the third, 
none. hut Terah that came to 200 years. 1he world, at lealt 
a part of it, by that time being ſo well peopled, that they bad 
built cities aod were cantoved cut imo diſtant -paticns.-* By 


died, till it came down at leogth to 70 or 80 years, ;- and there 
it flood, and has copticucd to led ever fince the time of Moſes: 
This is fonad a good mediom, dad by means hereof, the werld 
un ftither over Rocked nor kept 100 thin.” 3 
dee ee eee TY nee e Chambers en Lergeviy- 
9 
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Wr look, as Pharaoh did upon Jacob, with a kind 
of reverential wonder, upon perſons bearing the 
marks of extreme old age, & tis common and na- 
tural to expreſs the fame, and gratify our curioſity” 
in a queſtion of the like kind, How old art tbou 5 
Now, when ſuch a queſtion is put, as aged peo- 
le will frequently have it put to them, it ſhould” 
2 to the ſame” conſideration” of their long - 
eſt bfe as Jacob was lead to, q. d. * Alas you” 
think it a long life, to me it appears vanity. 1 
ſeem to myſelf never to have been at home all 
this while, but rather to have been a pilgtim, a 
ſtranger—my days appear to have gohe W a va- 
pour, and to be very evil.** Some ſuch ſentiments 
and reflections may be ſugge 


ſted to the mind of 
our aged people to their ſpiritual advancement, 
when they are enquited of as to theif age. 
1. When ſuch aqueſtion puts old people pen re. 
collecting their age, it ſhould lead them 4s a conjidera- 
tion of the vanity of life. | The oldeſt man enn ſay 
concerning his. life that is paſt; it is but % ba- 
pour“ hen he reflects upon his age, it ap- 
pears but ( A ſpan” —and ſach an"enguiry mould 
excite ſome ſerious reflectious upon the fra and 
unſatisfying nature of every thing{that humav liſe 
affords, when extended to its utmoſt lengt 
they can not only view their preſent evil days, as 
being thoſe in which they have no“ pleafüre, - 
bur can review the gayer ſtages they have paſt 
through, as being vain and unſatisfaftory—they 
find chat cho bey have furvived many dangers, they 
inhabit houſes of tottering clay, and can ſubſcribe” 


from their own experience, the propriety of that 


motto, which the wiſe man fixes upon earthly things, 
© yanity of vanities, all is vanity; their review o 
=. * M 2 their | 
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their paſt days, expited by inquiry as to their age, 
may be fruitful of very profitable and edifying 


reſſections upon this worlds vanity and .emptinels . 
from hence may their views be directed to ano- 
ther life — a life, unmoleſted with the diſordets 
and troubles of the preſent ſlate —a life, never to 
be impaired by long continuance, and free from 
the annoyances and inßtmnies of age. Theugh 
the earthly houſes of their | preſent tabernacles 
have ſtood the ſhock of ingumerable dangers and 
ſyrvived all the hazards of ſo many years, yet they. 
feel approaching diſſolvtion, and ſhould therefore 
be moved to ſecure the favour of Gov, Who will 


egal in the heayegs.“ When they recount 


give chem © a building not made with hands eter - 


the 


many years that have rolled over their heads, it 


ſhould ſerve to 


ſpyr tem up in looking for a city 


abd a ſtate that hath foundation they know that 

their days ate ſwiftet than a poſt, they flee away, 
they ſee no good, they ate paſſed away as the ſwift 
ſnips, as an eagle haſteth te the prey.“ Job, ix, 25.26. 


a2. M ben ſuch a queſtion puts aged 
colledtig tht number of their days, it ſhould give | 


people pan 7 


bem. 


a bumbling ſenſe ef their own miſiuprovement. of ſo. 


long a life. As every moment of our time is 4 


monument of God's mercy and compaſſion, ſo e- 


very moment of it is to be improved to his glory-. 
op has gives to no man one hour in his whole 
life, to ſquander away upon his on luſts, or to 
conſume in indoleace or idleneſs— days and houts 
are ſo many talents we are bettuſſed with, and for 


which we are to render a ſtrict and impartial. 
count — he that hides his tallent in a bapkin 
buries it in the earth, muſt expect to meet with 
AT . 


the angry reſentment. of his Lozp and maſte 


9 


. 


the 
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che great day of tetribution - hen a perſon.there- 
fare that has been truſted with the improvement, 
and management of a great. and diſtinguiſhed 
number of theſe talents, by a long life, is put vpon % 
recolleting the number of his days he ſhould re- 
member that tor every day he will be brought to 

a reckoning—that as but few men have reached , 
his time _ life, ſo he muſt look upon himſelf the 
ſubject of greater demands. than othersg—that his. 
account is longer, and will foot as to the ſum to- 
tal, larger than thoſe of his jyniors—how natural-., 
ly does this lead to refleftions upon the unprofi- | 
table manner in which he has Tpeat much of his 
peſt days! How much more for Gop'and bis own _ 
ſaul has he done thao thoſe that ate young ? How © 
many opportunities for doing good. and getting 
good, bas he let lip, in the courle of fixty, ſeven- 
ty or eighty years ? How many ſabbaths loſt, du-. 
ties omitted, in ſuch à ſpace of time? Surely a 
recollection of age, attended wich ſuch reflection, 
might ſerve to impreſs the heatt with a deeperſepſe _ 
of guilt, and deeper. emotions of _ penitence—Ic.. 
ſhews av old man to bade but little ſenſe” b his 
accountableneſs to Gop, and too unconcerned as . 
to the ſtate ot his own ſoul—if he can find athers - 
wondering at the ſymtoms of his extream. ge. 
inquiring the date of his birth, and he himſelf te- 
collecting the uocommon oumber of years he has 
lived, if he does not paſs ſome teflections upon 


himſelf as to the manner in which he has ſpent 


that uncommon number of years—the beſt of 
men will find occaſion for humiliation in this mat- . 
ter — we ate all to careleſs as to redeeming dur 
time, but thoſe that have had the longeſt time to 
redeem, conttact peculiar guilt it they milimprove _ 
re 3. When 
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3. When aged geople 1 ecollef the Napes of their pa 
Ele, they fhould þ if with gratitude Fe | 405 
Javoared and diſtinguiſhed them with long life. The 
anfwer, they give to the queſtion, “ how old att 
thoy ;“ ſhauld excite emotions of gratitude in 
their ſouls to that Gov who has carried them thro? 
jo many dangers. When Moſes reviewed the 
years wherein Gop had ſupported the Tſrachites in 
tlie wilderneſs, he ſays, Pſalm xc. 7. Lok p, thou 
haſt been ourdwelling place in all generations.” 
We are indebted to the all-ſupporung hand: of 
Gow for our continuance in Rfe, and this 1s ſure- 
ly to be in a pecuhar ſenſe, acknowledged with 
gratitude, by aged perſons, when accafion offers 
for recounting the paſt days of the years of their 
prigtimage. . But few that are born into the world 


arrive to old age; but few can ſych find as are in, 
Fears, that were affociates - with the 


with in their 
uth, that are now vpon the ſtage. When per- 

ns in advanced life, gratefully acknowledge the 
baad of Gop in their preſervation, and improve 
their gratitude to the purpoſes ot advancement 
in religion, they may have hope, that their hoary 
heads will de as a crown of glory to them T'would, 

II. Contipes, as my text leads me, ide life of 
wan extended to whatever length, as juſtly compared 
to & Pilgrimage. *To this did Facob, when an 
hundred and thyrty years old, compare his own. 


” . 


life. His ſtay on earth was rather a Journey to 


his abiding home, than what ke placed his heart. 
upon as his abiding portion. The terms pilgrim 
or ſojourner, are Tynonimous, intimating the per- 
fon to whom they are applied, to be in 2 travel-' 
ting, unſettled ſtave, therefore the. apoſtle Peter 


exhocts us to ſpend the time of our ſojour _ 
ROT ö | N "RIM ere 


* 


here in fear. 1 Pet. i. 17. Now, men ia this 
world may be called piigrims, and their lives but 
a pilgrimage with propriety, on ſundry accounts, 
ſome of them 1 ſhall briefly mention. 


1. On account of the ſhortneſs and encertainty of. it. 


The longeſt life is bur ſhort, and the life of eve- 


ry, man uncertain. As a. journey in à man's life s 


uſually but a ſhort,.. trfnſient occurrence; bearing 


but little proportion to the term ot life, ſo is the 
number of his days in the world to the eternity. 


for which he is made. A pilgrimage is uncer- 
tain as to the time it will take up for its.accon- 
pliſament. When the zealous Turk ſets out, to 
viſit his pr@phet's tomb, and as a pilgrim leaves 
his native home; or when the Popiſh-pilgum 
takes his ſlaff and his ſcrip to viſit the holy land 
or pay his devotion. to the image ot the bleſſe 

virgin at Loretto; he knows not what  impedi- 
ments and hindrances may be in his way, what 
diſaſters may attend him, nor what time he 
ſhall. return— tis a. perilous enterprize—— Thus 
uacertain, thus continually dangerous is the pil 
grimage of life, Inſtead of being ſettled down, 
we are to wait with our loins girt, and our feet nod 
to purſue the journey in which we are engaged. 
The pilgrim or traveller has no proper abode of 
his owa in his way—his ſtay where he alights or 
refreſhes is ſhort, and on various accounts, elp2- 
cially thoſe of a caſual and contingent nature, un- 
certainty attends the termination and duration of 


his enterprize. Thus is human life, view jtin har 


ſtage you pleaſe. N r 
2. Life, in its utmoſt extent, or in ail its ſtages 


may be compared io a pilgrimage, on - account of the. 
loojenels with which our  affeBiens heul Jet t0-the, 


world 
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world and its enjoyments. The apoſtle Peter call 
us pilgrims and ſtrangers, and on that account 
ſhews the propriety of taking heed that our af: 
fections and deſites be not too much engaged ot 
entangled vith things preſent. Though we ate 
in the fleſh, we are not to take up ſatisfied! with 
Heſhly indufgencies, 1 Pet. u. 11. “ Dearly be. 
loved, I beſeech yen as flrangers, pilgrims, abſtain 
from fleſbiy luſts that war again the ſoul.” While 
pilgrims are upon their journey, and palliag thro? 
firange countries, they fee a variety of faces, ob- 
ſerve a great difference in the language, manners, 
wvernment and produce of thoſe countries. 

heſe chings may all ſerve às ämuſements, but 
they ſulfer not their feet to ſtay, nor their hearts to 
reſt among them. They look for another country. 
though they are amuſed upon the roads with ſuch 
objects as they may meer with, yet their eye is fix- 
ed, and their affections vetted to that world to 


which they are going. of ogg 
3. This fe may be cempared to a'pilgrimape,' on ar. 
count of our affedl ion towards, and preparedneſs for tht 
eternal flate. The pilgrim looks towards the place 
of his diſtination, thirher his intentions, affecti- 
ons and deſires ate directed—the length of the 
Jourhey interferes not with this, neither ſhould a 
ong life abate the atdency of any one's affection to- 
wäards another world. They are like pilgrims 
and ftrangers, abſtain from fleſhly luſts while 
they are in the world, and all the way keep the eye 
of their mind, and fix the ardor of 'their affection 
upon their eternal home. In this ſenſe does the 
apoſtle repreſent the antient ſaints and patriarchs 
as rangers and pilgrims, in Heb. xi. 1 " Ws Theſe 
all died in faith, not having received the promiſes, 
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but having ſcen them afar off, and being perſwad- 


ed of them, and embraced them, and confeſſed 
that they were ſtrangers and-pilgrims in the earth, 
declare plainly that they ſeek a conntry—they are 


looking for, and preparing to enter upon, aud take 


ſſeſſion of another arid more durable inheritance, 
III. Tas third thing to be diſcourſed, con- 
tained in the tet ie; T bat tbe days of our pilgri- 


nage, or the tirm of life it r and treubleſo me. 


Though life may juſtly de compared to a pilgri- 
mage, yet the days of this pilgrimage are few and 
evil. New and evil, ſays Jacob, bave the days of 
the years of my life been. To evince this, ſeems 
but a ſmall taſk, ſince the univerſal conſent and 
experience of mankind may be called in for the 
proof and atteſtation of it, Perſonal, relative and 
public calamities, render the preſent ſtate a ſeries 
of diſappointment and trouble, the anger, revenge - 
and envy of others, and the love and affection 'of 
our o hearts, all tend to produce trouble and anx- 
iety in ſuch a changeable world as we live in, and 
the grand'adverſa:y will not be wanting in his en- 
deavours to make our few days as evil as poſſible 
unto us. To enter the particulars of 'the evils 6f 
life, would be too great an undertaking. Suffice 
it to ſay, that as every period of hiſtory affords evi- 
dence of the ſhortneſs of life, ſo the ſame with 
the univerſal exper.ence of mankind, of the evil 
and unfortunate concomitants of life. Neither 
wealth, health nor honor will exempt a man from 
theſe evils in ſome form or degree. I dwell no loh- 
ger upon the ſubject, but proceed to the concluti- 
on, in a way of brief IMPROVEMENT. 
1, Old people may get, from what has been 
laid, ſome directions as to their duty, when - 
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counting the days of their paſt life. When their 
Juniors wonder at their age, and enquire how old 
they are, humanity, and common civility will 
dictate an anſwer according to truth; but the 
Mould view their paſt lives as Jacob did, when he 
anſwered the ſame queſtion to Pharaoh. ?Tis com. 
mon tor old people to recollect the unuſual num. 
ber of years they have paſſed through; and they 
_ ought to do it in a manner that ſhall be CE 
to God, profitable to themſelves, if they would 
obſerve the directions hinted at in this diſcourſe, 
When they conſider their age as being beyond 
moſt of thoſe around them, they have abundent 
argument of the world's vanity, and may teſtify, 
from long experience, that all is vanity of yanities, 
The little they havę done for Gop ſhould ariſe to 
their view, & to their humiliation, when they reflect 


upon their paſt days, ſo uncommonly protracted. 
Notwithſtanding young men have a dteadful ac- 


cdunt to give, yet elderly perſons ſhould conſider, 
that every day they have lived; adds to the. c- 


. g X? count, and the very mention ot their age ſhould 


ſerve to put them in mind of the great account 
: = ſball e'er Jong be called to adjuſt. 
Is man's life juſtly compared to a pilgrimage? 
hence the vanity of thoſe that take up their por 
tion here. I 
Is the longeſt life made up of days, few and 
eyil? theie is not ſo much difference in men as 
teal happineſs as to this world, as many may ima. 
. gine.. We don't ſee cheir hearts, what cares lurk 
_ beneath a royal robe. 
 ExnorTATION. Improve time. If our d 
ate lo few, evil, and uncertain, let this teach u 
* to number chem as to apply our hearts 0 ;90 
© om, 
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dom. Let us attend to the things Gon propoſed 
in the world, the things that tend to promote 
our tuture and eternal intereſt, Seek after repen- 
tance. Seek peace with Gop—knowledge of, and 
' acquaintance with Jxsvs CHRIST - ſougd conver- 
ſion ; taking care that our conſcience approve of 
our conduct, and that we can, and dare give an 
account. Old ſianers have a dreadful account to 
give. Better never have had ſo long a life, if 
miſ-improved. But a good improvement will be 
productive of peace and ſatisfaction of mind, ren- 
der life itſelf comfortable, make a man a bleſſing 
while he lives, embalms and renders precious his 
memory when dead, N n 
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